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Elections,	but	no	democracy	in	Guatemala,	…	again	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/elections-but-no-democracy-in-guatemala-again	
	

• Below:	Common	Dreams	article	
	
Over	the	next	months,	Rights	Action	will	cover	the	“elections”	in	Guatemala,	that	
will,	once	again,	legitimize	a	repressive,	military-backed,	‘open	for	global	business’	
regime	as	a	“democratic	allie”	of	the	U.S.	and	Canadian-led	“international	
community”,	including	the	World	Bank	and	many	global	businesses,	banks	and	
investors.	
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Guatemalan	Tribunal	Bars	Leftist	Presidential	Ticket	From	Ballot	
One	expert	said	the	decision	to	disqualify	Indigenous	human	rights	defender	
Thelma	Cabrera	is	an	“electoral	coup.”	
By	Jake	Johnson,	COMMONDREAMS,	February	5,	2023	
https://truthout.org/articles/guatemalan-tribunal-bars-leftist-presidential-ticket-from-ballot/	

	

	
Guatemalan	candidate	for	Movimiento	para	la	Liberación	de	los	Pueblos	party	
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Guatemala’s	Supreme	Electoral	Tribunal	ruled	earlier	this	week	that	a	leftist	
presidential	ticket	headed	by	Indigenous	human	rights	defender	Thelma	Cabrera	
should	be	barred	from	the	June	ballot,	prompting	fury	and	vows	of	mass	protests	
from	Cabrera’s	supporters.	
	
Thursday’s	ruling	—	which	Cabrera’s	young	political	party,	the	Movement	for	the	
Liberation	of	the	Peoples	(MLP),	is	vowing	to	appeal	to	the	Supreme	Court	of	
Justice	—	stems	from	Guatemala	electoral	authorities’	refusal	to	certify	the	
candidacy	of	Cabrera’s	running	mate,	former	human	rights	ombudsman	Jordán	
Rodas.	
	
Reporting	indicates	that	election	officials	have	justified	stonewalling	Rodas	—	
a	longtime	target	of	Guatemala’s	right-wing	political	establishment	—	by	citing	
supposed	“anomalies	during	the	collection	of	compensation”	upon	his	departure	
from	the	ombudsman	post	last	year.	
	
Electoral	tribunal	approves	candidacy	of	daughter	of	former	U.S.-backed	
genocidal	General	Efrain	Rios	Montt	
But	Cabrera	and	Rodas	contend	that	the	electoral	tribunal’s	decision	is	a	
politically	motivated	attempt	to	keep	a	left-wing	party	—	whose	base	is	largely	
rural	—	off	the	ballot,	which	is	set	to	include	the	daughter	of	Gen.	Efraín	Ríos	
Montt,	the	former	U.S.-backed	Guatemalan	dictator	who	was	convicted	of	
genocide	and	crimes	against	humanity	in	2013.	Montt’s	victims	were	largely	
Indigenous	peasants.	
	



	
“Guatemala	vetoes	Indigenous	candidate,	approves	daughter	of	a	dictator”	

	
Last	month,	the	same	electoral	body	that	deemed	Cabrera	and	Rodas	disqualified	
from	the	June	ballot	ruled	that	Zury	Ríos	can	participate,	despite	a	constitutional	
provision	barring	the	relatives	of	coup	leaders	from	serving	as	Guatemala’s	
president.	Ríos	was	blocked	from	the	2019	presidential	ballot	on	those	grounds.	
	
That	year,	as	Nick	Burns	of	Americas	Quarterly	recently	reported,	Cabrera	“gave	
the	Guatemalan	political	establishment	a	shock”	by	winning	10%	of	the	vote	in	
the	presidential	election.	
	
“It	was	the	most	successful	presidential	run	by	an	indigenous	person	in	
Guatemala’s	modern	history	—	the	only	other	was	by	Nobel	Prize	winner	
Rigoberta	Menchú	in	2007,	who	won	3%	of	the	vote,”	Burns	noted.		
	
“Cabrera’s	biography	is	striking.	She	grew	up	in	a	Maya	Mam	family	of	poor	
laborers	on	a	coffee	plantation	on	Guatemala’s	Pacific	coast	and	was	married	at	



15.	She	described	in	a	book	how	she	and	her	sister	Vilma	went	to	school	through	
the	sixth	grade	because	their	mother	—	who	could	not	read	or	write	—	saw	
education	as	crucial.”	
	
Cabrera’s	supporters	have	vowed	to	“paralyze	the	country”	with	large-scale	
demonstrations	if	the	electoral	body’s	decision	isn’t	reversed.	
	
“If	they	do	not	do	it,	we	are	going	to	take	over	the	international	airport,	the	three	
ports	of	the	country,	the	Supreme	Electoral	Tribunal,	and	all	state	institutions,”	
said	one	MLP	supporter.	“We	are	Indigenous,	we	are	Maya,	and	we	can	be	out	
here	for	a	month!”	
	
Daniel	Zovatto,	a	political	scientist	and	expert	in	Latin	American	elections,	said	the	
tribunal’s	ruling	against	the	MLP	presidential	ticket	amounts	to	an	“electoral	
coup”	that	“vitiates	the	integrity	and	credibility”	of	the	upcoming	contest.	
	
Rodas,	a	human	rights	champion,	lamented	in	response	to	the	decision	that	
“democracy	in	Guatemala	has	taken	another	step	back.”	
	
“They	are	afraid	of	the	people	and	their	sovereign	decisions,”	he	said.	
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Elections,	but	no	democracy	in	Guatemala,	…	again	
Ever	since	the	U.S.	orchestrated	the	military	coup	in	1954	that	ousted	Guatemala’s	last	truly	
democratic	government,	there	has	been	a	succession	of	elections,	but	no	democracy.	
	
The	June	2023	“elections”	charade	in	Guatemala	will	serve	the	same	purpose,	legitimizing	the	
corrupt,	repressive	rule	of	the	traditional	economic,	military	and	political	elites,	justifying	the	
full	political,	military	and	economic	relations	that	the	U.S.	and	Canadian-led	“international	
community”	maintain	with	the	“democratically	elected”	government	and	business	elites	of	
Guatemala.	
	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	land	and	environmental	defenders,	and	human	rights	and	justice	struggles	in	
Honduras	and	Guatemala,	make	check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	
• U.S.:	Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:	Box	82552	RPO	Corktown,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
Credit-Card	Donations:	https://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	securities	in	Canada	and	the	U.S.?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
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Please	share	and	re-post	this	information	
More	info:	info@rightsaction.org,	www.rightsaction.org	

E-Newsblasts:	https://rightsaction.org/subscribe	
https://www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

https://twitter.com/RightsAction	
https://www.instagram.com/rightsaction	
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TESTIMONIO-Canadian	Mining	in	the	Aftermath	of	Genocides	in	Guatemala	
https://www.testimoniothebook.org		
https://btlbooks.com/book/testimonio	
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