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President Xiomara Castro Is Trying to Revive Democracy in Honduras
BY HILARY GOODFRIEND, The Jacobin
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/honduran-govt-working-to-remedy-legacy

* Below: article by Hilary Goodfriend, The Jacobin

| BE LA REPUBLICA BANANERA A
LAS CIUDADES Mopuo

EN 1911 HONDURAS FUE INVADIDO POR BONILLA, PADRE DEL PARTIDO
NACIONAL, ¥ ZEMURRAY DANDO LUGAR A LA OPROBIOSA REPUBLICA
BANANERA DEL SIGLO XX
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EN JUNIO DEL 2009, HONDURAS SUFRIO UN GOLPE DE ESTADO PROMOVIDO
POR EL CONGRESO NACIONAL, CORTE SUPREMA, ELITE EMPRESARIAL Y
EL APOYO DEL COMANDO SUR DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS

Shortly after President Xiomara Castro won the November 27, 2021 elections,
putting a political end to 12 years and 7 months of the corrupt, repressive
Honduran narco-regime, | wrote:

“It is hard to overstate the joy of most Hondurans, after enduring 12 years /
5 months of systemic repression and corruption, human rights violations
and exploitation under a narco-trafficking, military-backed regime
supported and ‘legitimized’ by the U.S., Canada, other governments and
actors in the so-called “international community”.



“It is hard to overstate the amount of death and suffering, destruction and
loss caused by this regime from the day of the military coup (June 28, 2009)
through to the November 28, 2021 election of incoming President Xiomara
Castro of the LIBRE party.

“It is impossible to know exactly how many 100s of 1000s of Hondurans
were forced to flee into exile, trying to find safe haven in Mexico or the U.S.
from the ravages of this government, since the 2009 coup.

“It is hard to overstate the complicity and responsibility of the U.S., Canada,
Spain and the EU, the World Bank, IADB and IMF, and numerous global
companies.

[and ...]

Nothing will be easy

“The incoming government inherits a treasury, a government, State and
judiciary hollowed out and/or corrupted by the regime headed by narco-
trafficking President Juan Orlando Hernandez and the National Party.
Organized crime infiltrated most branches of the government and State,
including the military and police.”

“A triumphant day. A day of many tears”
End of the U.S./Canadian-backed Narco-regime in Honduras
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/a-triumphant-day-a-day-of-many-tears
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President Xiomara Castro Is Trying to Revive Democracy in Honduras

BY HILARY GOODFRIEND
https://jacobin.com/2022/07/honduras-socialist-president-xiomara-castro-
democracy-libre-party

In January 2022, Xiomara Castro became Honduras’s first woman president,
restoring electoral democracy to the country after more than a decade of
dictatorship. Running with the leftist Liberty and Refoundation (LIBRE) party,



Castro’s election breaks with the century-old two-party system that traded power
between elites in the establishment National and Liberal Parties.

With a mandate for transformation and high popular expectations, Castro faces
significant challenges in a context of profound systemic crisis.

The 2009 military coup that ousted Castro’s husband, democratically elected
president Manuel Zelaya of the Liberal Party, plunged Honduras into chaos. The
ensuing far-right regime was sustained by military force and brazen electoral
fraud.

The original “Banana Republic” became a laboratory for radical new modes of
appropriation and enclosure, with public services and resource-rich territories
auctioned off to the highest bidder. Social movement leaders met escalating
repression, including the high-profile execution of renowned indigenous activist
Berta Caceres in 2016.

The private interests of public officials, extractive capital, and narcotraffickers
became indistinguishable.

In the face of mounting displacement, insecurity, and inequality, impoverished
Hondurans fled to the United States in unprecedented numbers.

LIBRE was formed in 2011 out of the National Popular Resistance Front, which
was forged in the anti-neoliberal struggles of the previous decade and challenged
the dictatorship in the streets. Militant peasant, indigenous, and labor
movements were essential to LIBRE’s victory, but Zelaya’s liberal faction is the
dominant force in the governing coalition.

Popular organizations must now navigate the pitfalls of demobilization and co-
optation as they seek to hold the new government to its promises while fending
off destabilization from the Right.

Castro inherits an indebted, ransacked state apparatus, an export-dependent
economy in crisis, and a dangerous oligarchic opposition. The judiciary and
security forces remain profoundly corrupt and beholden to the old regime, such
that the government preferred to extradite her predecessor Juan Orlando



Herndndez (JOH) to the United States for drug trafficking rather than try to enact
justice domestically. The administration has requested UN support for an
international, anti-corruption commission in the style of the body that was
expelled from the country under JOH.

Castro’s first acts prioritized dismantling the dictatorship’s designs. Declaring
electricity a public good and a human right, a reform to rescue the National
Electric Energy Company pledges to renegotiate contracts, reserving the right to
confiscate noncompliant plants.

Legislators repealed the framework for the loathsome autonomous free-trade
enclaves called “Zedes,” as well as an Hourly Employment Law that shredded
labor protections. At the same time, the president has bolstered social spending
and is rolling out targeted cash transfers to families in extreme poverty. New
bodies like the Secretariat for Strategic Planning and its Popular Power
dependency hope to formalize movements’ role in public policy.

But implementation remains an open question. The environment

secretary announced the cancellation of extractive permits and declared the
country free of open-pit mining, but the measure has not been enforced. After
Congress passed an amnesty for the dictatorship’s political prisoners, the
Supreme Court overturned it. And libertarian investors who colonized part of the
Caribbean island of Roatdan are challenging the Zedes abolition. Upcoming
elections in Congress for Supreme Court magistrates and the attorney general will
prove key to enforcing reform, together with sustained pressure from below.

In the longer term, however, change will depend on fulfilling the resistance
movement’s demand for a National Constituent Assembly.

The Castro government must create capacity for self-determination in a state
constructed to serve monopoly capital. Honduras is especially vulnerable to US
pressures to maintain the country’s subordinate insertion in regional free trade
and security regimes, with extensive US military presence throughout its territory
and long-standing economic dependency.

For the Left, the dictatorship’s defeat is only the first stage in a long transition
process toward the democratic refoundation promised in the LIBRE party’s name.
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Rights Action (US & Canada)

Since 1995, Rights Action funds land and environment, justice and human rights
defense struggles in Guatemala and Honduras. Rights Action provides emergency
relief funds (hurricanes, victims of repression, Covid19, etc.), and Rights Action
works to hold accountable the U.S. and Canadian governments, multi-national
companies, investors and banks (World Bank, etc.) that help cause and profit from
exploitation and poverty, repression and human rights violations, environmental
harms, corruption and impunity in Honduras and Guatemala.

Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & U.S.)
To support land and environmental defenders, and human rights and justice
struggles in Honduras and Guatemala, make check to "Rights Action" and mail to:
* U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
* (Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8
Credit-Card Donations: http://rightsaction.org/donate/
Donations of securities in Canada and the U.S.? Write to: info@rightsaction.org
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Please share and re-post this information
Subscribe to Email Newsblasts: https://rightsaction.org/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
https://twitter.com/RightsAction
https://www.instagram.com/rightsaction

https://www.youtube.com/user/rightsaction
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