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Honduran president target of U.S. drug-trafficking criminal investigation
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/honduran-president-target-of-us-drug-trafficking-criminal-investigation

* Below, Reuters article

“Somoza is our son of a bitch”

In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt is reported to have said that "Somoza may be a son of
a bitch, but he's our son of a bitch", referring to the ruthless military-backed dictator of
Nicaragua that the US government was propping up.

‘Juan Orlando Hernandez is our narco-trafficking son of a bitch’

One can imagine US and Canadian leaders saying: ‘Juan Orlando Hernandez is a narco-
trafficking son of a bitch, but he is our narco-trafficking son of a bitch’, referring to the military-
backed dictator of Honduras, illegally in power since (pretty much) the 2009 US and Canadian-
backed coup.
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Honduran president target of U.S. investigation, court filings show

By Laura Gottesdiener, Feb.8, 2021
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-honduras/honduran-president-target-of-u-s-investigation-court-filings-show-idUSKBN2A8291

(Reuters) - U.S. prosecutors are investigating Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez,
according to a new court filing, piling pressure on a leader who prosecutors have already
accused in court of participation in the nation’s bloody narcotics trade.



In a court document filed Friday night in the Southern District of New York in the case of
Geovanny Fuentes Ramirez, an alleged Honduran drug-trafficker, federal prosecutors said
Hernandez himself was the target of an investigation, along with other “high-ranking officials.”

The filing did not say what Hernandez, who has been president since 2014, is being investigated
for. Last month, U.S. prosecutors said in a court filing related to the same case that Hernandez
had by 2013 “accepted millions of dollars in drug-trafficking proceeds and, in exchange,
promised drug traffickers protection from prosecutors, law enforcement, and (later) extradition
to the United States.”

The Honduran government did not immediately respond to requests for comment. Hernandez
has repeatedly denied any ties to drug cartels.

The Honduran president has been a key U.S. ally in the region and the investigation could
complicate the Biden administration’s efforts to invest $4 billion in Central America, including in
Honduras, to address the root causes of migration.

The prosecutors also said that assistance from the Honduran government in ongoing
investigations “has hardly been forthcoming,” accusing the Honduran government of providing
“limited records” and not honoring extradition requests for potential witnesses against the
president.

Hernandez’s name has frequently appeared in the U.S. court filings against Fuentes Ramirez, as
well as in a successful drug-trafficking case against the president’s brother, Tony Hernandez.
Previous court filings also show that, around 2013, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
began investigating Hernandez and others for drug trafficking and money laundering.

Friday’s filing appeared to be the first confirmation from U.S. prosecutors that the Honduran
president was currently under investigation by the United States.

(Reporting by Laura Gottesdiener; Editing by Dave Graham and Rosalba O’Brien)
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Background
US motions expand drug claims against Honduras president

By Claudia Torrens, AP News, January 9, 2021, https://apnews.com/article/international-news-honduras-united-
states-e22425a26c8a227eb4f67d851c3b8abe

US supports Honduran government that forces many to migrate as it protects drug trafficking

By Tim Steller, Tucson Star, Sep. 12, 2020, https://tucson.com/news/local/star-investigation-us-supports-
honduran-government-that-forces-many-to-migrate-as-it-protects-drug/article _cbfacb4c-dc94-50e8-a80f-
82f307574662.html

U.S. Justice Department Indicts Honduran Former National Police Chief on Cocaine Trafficking Charges
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/former-chief-honduran-national-police-charged-drug-trafficking-and-
weapons-offenses

Key witness arrested in drug case against brother of Honduran president




By David Adams & Jeff Ernst, 14 Feb. 2020, https://www.univision.com/univision-news/latin-america/key-witness-
arrested-in-drug-case-against-brother-of-the-honduran-president

Witness directly involves president of Honduras in use of drug money for campaigns

By Jeff Ernst, 8 Oct. 2019, https://www.univision.com/univision-news/latin-america/witness-directly-involves-the-
president-of-honduras-in-the-use-of-drug-money-for-his-campaigns
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Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & U.S.)
To support land, human rights and environmental defender groups in Honduras and Guatemala, make check to
"Rights Action" and mail to:
e U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
e (Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8
Credit-Card Donations: http://rightsaction.org/donate/
Donations of securities in Canada and the U.S.? Write to: info@rightsaction.org

Please share this information widely

Subscribe to Email Newsblasts: www.rightsaction.org
FB: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
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YT: https://www.youtube.com/user/rightsaction




