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Exposing	actual	policies	of	Canada	and	the	U.S.	in	Honduras	(Toronto	
Star	article	by	Rick	Salutin)	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/exposing-actual-policies-of-canada-and-the-us-in-honduras	
	
Finally,	an	article	in	Canada’s	mainstream	media	about	Canada	(and	the	U.S.’s)	policies	and	actions	in	
Honduras	since	the	U.S.	and	Canadian-backed	military	coup	in	2009.	
	
Accountability?	This	begs	the	question,	again,	of	when	Canadian	and	U.S.	politicians,	our	legal	systems,	
media	and	citizens	will	begin	to	hold	our	governments	to	account	for	human	rights	violations,	corruption	
and	crimes	caused	directly	or	indirectly	by	our	policies	and	actions	in	other	countries?	
	
Real	causes	of	‘caravans’	of	forced	migrants?	This	begs	the	question	as	to	why	the	mainstream	
media	will	not,	for	the	most	part,	report	honestly	on	why	tens	and	sometimes	hundreds	of	thousands	of	
Hondurans	are	forced	to	flee	into	exile,	every	year,	and	what	this	has	to	do	with	harms,	violence	and	
displacement	caused	by	U.S.	and	Canadian	policies	in	Honduras	…	let	alone	Guatemala	and	beyond?	
	
*******	

The	strange,	distasteful	case	of	Canada	and	Honduras	
By	Rick	Salutin,	Aug.	15,	2019	
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2019/08/15/the-strange-distasteful-case-of-canada-
and-honduras.html?fbclid=IwAR2R7p-sDgzyliPtpjjFPxSFuOvFSsTwMo6eZmAib5p713_luFdkL6Hm_t8	
	
I	feel	flummoxed,	a	word	I’ve	never	resorted	to,	by	Canada’s	policy	in	Honduras.	It’s	a	poor,	Central	
American	country,	the	original	banana	republic.	It	suffered	many	military	dictatorships.	
	
In	2009	it	had	an	actual	election	that	was	overthrown	by	military	coup.	The	president,	a	moderate	from	
the	national	elites,	had	developed	some	mildly	“progressive”	ideas	so	the	army	hustled	him	out	of	the	
country	in	his	PJs.	
	
The	rigged	election	that	followed,	which	all	respectable	monitoring	bodies	shunned,	was	nevertheless	
approved	by	Canada	(in	Harper’s	era)	even	more	heartily	than	by	the	U.S.,	which	has	military	bases	
there.	Maybe	it	was	due	to	heavy	Canadian	investment	in	mining	and	sweatshops.	
	
Subsequent	rigged	elections	ensued;	2017	was	a	classic.	A	reformist	party	led	till	the	vote	counting	was	
shut	down	for	36	hours,	then	suddenly	the	military’s	favourite	surged	and	won.	Thirty	protesters	were	
killed	afterwards.	
	
Canada	endorsed	this	joke,	too,	but	now	under	Trudeau’s	Liberals.	Perhaps	they	had	the	added	
incentive	of	doing	backflips	whenever	the	U.S.	asked,	in	order	to	cement	NAFTA,	one	of	their	—	they	say	
—	great	successes	(and	a	joke	itself,	since	Trump	has	shown	he	can	always	block	our	exports,	NAFTA	or	
not).	
	



Today,	Honduras	has	become	a	best	bud	in	our	co-sponsorship	of	the	Lima	Group,	a	monomaniacal	
effort	to	replace	one	distasteful	Venezuelan	leader	with	another.	This	is	basically	a	U.	S	project,	with	
foreign	minister	Chrystia	Freeland,	who	got	credit	for	NAFTA,	co-operating	enthusiastically	from	our	
side.	
	
Despite	all	odds	and	brutal	repression,	there’s	been	a	vibrant	opposition	coalition	in	Honduras,	including	
human	rights	workers	like	Edwin	Espinal,	the	husband	of	Canadian	human	rights	worker,	Karen	Spring.	
He	was	arrested	on	rigged	charges	18	months	ago	and	stuck	in	a	military	jail.	
	
When	he	and	Spring	married	inside,	they	were	surrounded	by	armed	guards	in	balaclavas.	She	and	her	
mother,	Janet,	a	music	teacher	from	rural	Ontario,	built	a	movement	to	agitate	for	his	release.	They’ve	
been	tireless	but	failed	to	get	even	one	meeting	with	Trudeau	or	Freeland,	or	have	them	speak	publicly	
on	the	whole	situation.	
	
So	they	were	understandably	peeved	last	January	when	Freeland	rushed	to	the	airport,	in	her	sweats,	to	
greet	a	woman	fleeing	Saudi	Arabia,	who	had	zero	Canadian	connections	(with	no	disrespect	intended	
toward	the	young	woman).	
	
Things	took	a	big	swing	last	week,	when	Espinal	was	finally	released,	though	his	trial	starts	immediately.	
How	come?	Well,	the	regime	is	in	trouble.	President	Juan	Orlando	Hernandez	was	just	named	a	co-
conspirator	in	a	narcotrafficking	trial	in	the	U.S.	And	there	was	a	recent	media	quadfecta	(New	York	
Times,	Washington	Post,	Economist,	Univision)	detailing	his	role	drug-running	and	using	the	returns	for	
campaign	financing.	Protests	have	escalated.	
	
There	were	no	thanks	due,	far	as	anyone	can	see,	to	Canadian	government	efforts.	But	there	was	a	
public	victory	party	in	conservative	Ontario	farming	country.	The	world	can	be	a	weird	place.	
	
People	like	the	Springs	and	their	neighbours	around	Elmvale,	and	the	Simcoe	County	Human	Rights	
group	have	ensured	there’s	a	Canadian	role	supporting	the	resistance	in	Honduras.	They	haven’t	just	
agitated	for	the	Springs,	they	got	onside	with	the	whole	history	of	popular	struggle	in	the	region.	This	
resonates	at	a	moment	when	refugees	from	poverty	and	violence	in	Honduras	—	created	by	a	regime	
nurtured	by	us	and	the	U.S.	—	get	vilified	daily.	
	
Since	Karen	Spring	seems	to	have	had	the	only	high-level	Canadian	reply	to	their	myriad	requests,	I	
asked	what	she’d	heard	from	Chrystia	Freeland.	She	said	there	was	one	email	thanking	her	for	raising	
the	issue	and	copied	to	staff.	Freeland	also	phoned	over	a	year	after	Espinal’s	arrest,	to	“supposedly	
make	sure	she	understood	some	details”	that	she	might	raise	with	Honduras	and	saying	she	was	
concerned	with	Karen’s	personal	safety.	Spring	never	heard	back	but	a	flunky	(my	word)	wrote,	
“repeating	the	same	line	as	always.”	
	
Did	Freeland	really	expect	Spring	to	be	dazzled	by	one	call?	She	has	the	kind	of	toughness	Greta	
Thunberg	shows	in	the	face	of	derision,	or	the	women	of	The	Squad	in	the	U.S.	I	draw	two	conclusions:		
There’s	hope	for	our	species.	And:	people	don’t	get	the	governments	they	deserve.	They	deserve	far	
better.	
	
Rick	Salutin	is	a	freelance	contributing	columnist	and	commentator	for	the	Star	about	all	things	current	
affairs	and	politics.	He	is	based	in	Toronto.	Reach	him	on	email:	ricksalutin@ca.inter.net	
	



*******	
More	info	
Political	prisoners	Edwin	Espinal	&	Raul	Alvarez	freed	from	Honduran	military	prison	
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/political-prisoners-edwin-espinal-raul-alvarez-freed-from-honduran-
military-prison	
	
Contact	
Janet	Spring	&	Simcoe	County	Honduras	Rights	Monitor	Committee,	jspring2@lakeheadu.ca,	705	734	
4238	
	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(U.S.	&	Canada)	
Your	donations	and	grants	will	help	Rights	Action	continue	to	fund	land,	environment	and	human	rights	
defender	groups	in	Honduras	and	Guatemala	at	the	forefront	of	land,	environmental,	human	rights	and	
justice	struggles,	including	work	to	free	political	prisoners	and	‘criminalized’	community	defenders.	
	
Make	check	payable	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	

• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

Credit-card	donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
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Please	share,	re-post	and	publish	this	information	widely	

Subscribe	to	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
*******	

	


