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Brother of Honduran President (and former ruling party member) 
arrested on organized crime drug trafficking charges 
https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/brother-of-honduran-president-arrested-on-organized-crime-drug-
trafficking-charges 
 

 
September 2017, Juan Antonio Hernandez, then deputy for ruling Partido Nacional de Honduras 
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Brother of Honduran President Arrested for Ties to Drug 
Trafficking  
November 23, 2018 
https://actualidad.rt.com/actualidad/296713-eeuu-detener-hermano-presidente-honduras 
 
Juan Antonio Hernandez was arrested in Miami and later taken to New York.  According to local media 
sources, former Honduran congressman, Juan Antonio Hernandez, was arrested this Friday in the Miami 
airport (Florida, USA), for drug trafficking ties.  The arrest of the former congressman and brother of the 
President of Honduras, Juan Orlando Hernandez, has been confirmed by Presidential Palace. United 
States authorities have taken the congressman to New York. 
 

• Read: “Ex-military Rodríguez Orellana reaffirms connections between Honduran military 
hierarchy and drug trafficking organized crime”, CONFIDENCIALHN news, 
https://confidencialhn.com/exmilitar-rodriguez-orellana-reafirma-nexos-de-altos-jerarcas-de-ffaa-
con-el-narcotrafico/ 

 
The Honduran government issued a statement from the president asserting that “due to growing rumors 
about his brother’s alleged direct or indirect, voluntary or circumstantial relationship with people or with 



supposed unlawful activities, his position is clear that no one is above the law and that all people should 
have the right to legitimate defense and the presumption of innocence.” […] 
 
In 2017, in a hearing before a U.S. court, the former leader of the Honduran drug-trafficking cartel “Los 
Cachiros”, Devis Leonel Rivera, asserted that he had paid a bribe to the brother of the President of 
Honduras in exchange for President Hernandez’s commitment to make arrangements to settle the 
Honduran government’s “debt” with that criminal organization. 
 
******* 
Complicity of “international community” and media 
Most U.S. and Canadian media, elected politicians and government officials REFUSE to investigate how 
our governments, companies and investors maintain full relations with, and prop up the repressive, 
military-backed Honduran regime, even as: 

• corruption and organized crime have infiltrated all institutions of the military-backed Honduran 
State and government; 

• 10s of 1000s of citizens are forced into exile, every year, in refugee caravans or in small groups. 
 
Since the 2009 U.S. and Canadian backed military coup, Honduras is systematically producing and 
forcing desperate migrants and refugees to flee.  The governments of the U.S., Canada and the European 
Community, global companies and investors, the World Bank, etc. are co-responsible. 
 
******* 

"The	exodus	is	going	to	continue"	
Keep	on	sending	copies	of	this	information,	and	your	own	letters,	to	families,	friends	and	networks,	to	
your	politicians	and	media,	to	your	pension	and	investment	funds,	asking:	Why	our	governments,	
companies	and	investment	firms	benefit	from	and	turn	a	blind	eye	to	the	poverty,	repression	and	
violence,	corruption	and	organized	crime,	and	environmental	and	health	harms	in	places	like	Guatemala	
and	Honduras?	
	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
To	support	our	community	partner	groups	in	Guatemala	and	Honduras,	resisting	the	multiple	violences	
of	their	“international	community”	supported	governments,	and	supporting	displaced	refugees	and	
forced	migrants,	make	check	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	

• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	

Credit-Card	Donations:	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
(Contributions	can	be	made	anonymously)	
	
Get	Informed	/	Get	Involved	

• Speakers:	Invite	us	to	give	presentations	about	these	inter-connected	issues	and	struggles	
• Delegations:	Join	educational	delegations	to	Guatemala	and	Honduras	to	learn	about	these	

issues	and	struggles	
• Recommended	daily	news:	www.democracynow.org;	www.theintercept.com;	

	
Other	groups	

• Honduras	Solidarity	Network:	www.hondurassolidarity.org	



• Witness	for	Peace:	www.witnessforpeace.org	
• School	of	Americas	Watch:	www.soaw.org	
• Common	Frontiers	Canada:	www.commonfrontiers.ca	
• Breaking	the	Silence:	www.breakingthesilenceblog.com	
• NISGUA	(Network	in	Solidarity	with	People	of	Guatemala):	www.nisgua.org	
• MiningWatch	Canada:	www.miningwatch.ca	
• GHRC	(Guatemalan	Human	Rights	Commission):	www.ghrc-usa.org	

	
*******	

Please	re-post	and	publish	this	information	
Rights	Action:	info@rightsaction.org	

Subscribe	to	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
*******	

 


