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Assassination	of	nephew	of	Angelica	Choc,	plaintiff	in	Hudbay	Minerals	
lawsuits.	Indications	are	the	murderers	were	seeking	to	kill	José	Ich,	son	of	
Angélica	Choc,	and	witness	in	Hudbay	lawsuits	
Statement	by	Choc	and	Ich	families,	through	Rights	Action,	April	11,	2018	
(Share:	https://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/assassination-of-hctor-manuel-choc-cuz-nephew-of-angelica-choc)	
	
	

	
	
During	the	late	evening	of	March	30,	2018	and	early	hours	of	Saturday,	March	31,	several	people	
brought	Héctor	Choc	to	the	outskirts	of	the	El	Estor	community	(Guatemala),	and	beat	him	to	death	with	
rocks	and	other	objects.	Héctor	died	while	being	rushed	to	the	Puerto	Barrios	hospital.	
	
Witnesses	(who	spoke	on	conditions	of	anonymity	due	to	fear)	explained	that	one	of	the	assassins	said:	
“It’s	not	Ich,	let’s	go.”	“Ich”	is	how	José	Manuel	Ich	Choc,	Angélica’s	son	and	Héctor’s	cousin,	is	known	in	
El	Estor.	
	
The	Choc	and	Ich	families	demand	justice	for	this	most	recent	attack	against	them	and	denounce	that	
the	murder	of	Héctor	(apparently	planned	ahead	of	time)	was	probably	an	attempt	against	the	life	of	
José	Ich.	
	



	
(Natalia	Choc,	grandmother	of	Hector	Choc	and	Jose	Ich,		

mother	of	Angelica,	Ramiro,	Maria	and	more.)	
	
Jose	Ich:	Witness	in	trials	against	Hudbay	Minerals	and	CGN	(Guatemalan	Nickel	Company)	
José	is	a	witness	in	the	criminal	case	against	Mynor	Padilla	in	Guatemala	and	in	the	civil	lawsuits	against	
Hudbay	Minerals/CGN	before	Canadian	courts	for	his	father’s	murder	on	September	27,	2009,	which	
was	committed	by	Mynor	Padilla	(a	former	lieutenant	colonel	in	the	Guatemalan	army	who	then	worked	
as	head	of	security	of	Hudbay	Minerals/CGN)	and	the	security	forces	under	his	control.	
	
Due	to	the	accumulated	sorrow	from	suffering	so	many	attacks	and	aggressions	over	many	years,	the	
Choc	and	Ich	families	waited	several	days	before	publicly	denouncing	this	most	recent	attack	and	
political	crime.	
• In	2008,	Ramiro	Choc	–	Angélica´s	brother—	suffered	imprisonment	as	a	political	prisoner	for	six	

years,	for	his	work	in	defense	of	the	rights	and	lands	of	the	Maya	Q’eqchi’	peoples.	
• In	2009,	Mynor	Padilla,	then	head	of	security	of	Hudbay	Minerals/CGN	along	with	security	agents	

under	his	control,	murdered	Adolfo	Ich.	
• In	2016,	men	fired	their	weapons	against	Angélica´s	home	while	she	was	inside	sleeping	with	her	

two	younger	children.	
• In	2018,	María	Choc	–	the	sister	of	Angélica	and	Ramiro—was	arbitrarily	detained	(“criminalized”)	by	

the	Guatemalan	state,	for	her	work	in	defense	of	the	rights	and	lands	of	the	Q’eqchi´	peoples.	
• Throughout	these	years,	members	of	both	families	have	faced	constant	harassment	and	threats	for	

their	work	and	struggle	in	defense	of	the	rights	and	lands	of	the	Q’eqchi´	peoples,	particularly	the	
Choc	family	–	Angélica	and	José—due	to	their	participation	in	legal	proceedings	in	Canada	and	
Guatemala.	

	



In	addition	to	the	pain	and	suffering	for	yet	another	political	crime	that	forced	them	to	bury	another	
loved	one,	the	families	are	now	extremely	concerned	for	the	safety	of	José	Ich.	
	
The	Choc	and	Ich	families	request	national	and	international	solidarity	and	support.		They	continue	to	
demand	justice,	and	to	demand	an	end	to	impunity	in	Guatemala	(and	Canada)	for	all	the	political	
crimes	against	them	for	their	work	in	defense	of	the	human	rights	and	land	rights	of	the	Q’eqchi’	
peoples.	
		
For	more	information	
• In	Guatemala:	Victor	Manuel	Cuz	and	Sofia	Cuz	(parents	of	the	deceased	Hector)	and	Angelica	Choc,	

Telephone/	Whatsapp	(Angelica):	+1	502	4487-7237	
• In	Canada:	Grahame	Russell,	Rights	Action,	+1	416-807-4436,	info@rightsaction.org	
	
*******	
Support	needed	
Rights	Action	is	asking	for	donations	to	support	Angelica	Choc,	the	Choc	and	Ich	families	and	their	work	
in	favour	of	justice	and	the	territorial	and	human	rights	of	the	Mayan	Q’eqchi’	peoples	of	the	El	Estor	
region.		Funding	is	needed	for	their	over-lapping	struggles	and	work:	
• Seeking	justice	for	the	murder	of	Hector	Choc	
• On-going	criminal	trial	in	Guatemala	against	Mynor	Padilla	for	murder	of	Adolfo	Ich,	shooting-

maiming	of	German	Chub	(this	courageous	trial	is	well	into	its	4th	year	…)	
• On-going	precedent-setting	civil	lawsuits	in	Canada	(now	in	year	8	…)	against	Hudbay	Minerals/CGN,	

for	the	death	of	Adolfo	Ich,	maiming	of	German	Chub,	gang-rapes	of	11	Lote	8	women	
o In	July	2018,	Angelica	Choc	and	German	Chub	will	come	to	Canada	to	be	questioned	on	the	

record	by	Hudbay/CGN’s	lawyers	(examinations	for	discovery	/	depositions)	
• Struggle	of	the	‘Union	of	Q’eqchi’	Fisherpeople	and	Campesinos’	against	on-going	health	and	

environmental	harms	and	human	rights	violations	caused	by	the	CGN	mining	operation	(now	owned	
by	Solway	Group)	

• Criminal	trial	against	Maria	Cuc	(sister	of	Angelica	and	Ramiro)	facing	trumped	up	“criminalization”	
charges	for	her	human	rights	defense	work	

	
Tax-Deductible	Donations	(Canada	&	U.S.)	
Make	check	payable	to	"Rights	Action"	and	mail	to:	
• U.S.:		Box	50887,	Washington	DC,	20091-0887	
• Canada:		(Box	552)	351	Queen	St.	E,	Toronto	ON,	M5A-1T8	
Credit-Card	Donations	(can	be	made	anonymously):	http://rightsaction.org/donate/	
Donations	of	stock?	Write	to:	info@rightsaction.org	
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Please	re-post	and	publish	this	information	

More	info:	info@rightsaction.org	
Subscribe	to	e-Newsletter:	www.rightsaction.org	
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org	

Twitter:	https://twitter.com/RightsAction,	@RightsAction	
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