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Hudbay Minerals after MiningWatch Canada, in Peru

(http://mailchi.mp/rightsaction/hudbay-minerals-after-miningwatch-canada-in-peru)

As Mayan Qeqchi plaintiffs participate in lawsuits in Canada against Hudbay Minerals for gang-
rapes, a killing and shooting at Hudbay’s former mine in Guatemala, a Peruvian court will hear
MiningWatch Canada's legal action against arbitrary detention in connection with Hudbay’
mining operations in Peru.
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Peruvian Court to Hear MiningWatch Canada's Legal Action
Against Arbitrary Detention in Connection with Hudbay Minerals’

Operations
Mining Watch Canada communique, November 20, 2017

(Lima/Ottawa) Tomorrow, November 21, the Superior Court of Lima will hold a hearing concerning the
harassment and illegal and arbitrary detention of MiningWatch Canada’s Latin America Program
Coordinator Jen Moore and U.S. journalist John Dougherty on April 21 in Cusco, Peru. The two were
surrounded by national police, many in plain clothes, and taken in for hours of questioning following a
screening of the documentary “Flin Flon Flim Flam” about abuses at Hudbay Minerals’ operations in the
Americas.

Evidence submitted to the court demonstrates that mere hours after the two voluntarily left Peru on April
23, the Superintendent of Migration imposed an indefinite migratory alert against them, prohibiting

their reentry to the country, and concluding that showing a film about mining constitutes a threat to public
order in Peru. The two were not officially notified of this decision, learning about it two months later
through other channels.

The Cuatro Sala Penal Con Reos Libres of the Superior Court of Lima will consider the habeas
corpus filed by the Institute for Legal Defence, Human Rights Without Borders - Cusco and the
Association for Life and Human Dignity (APORVIDHA) acting on behalf of MiningWatch Canada.

“While there have been hundreds of cases of criminalization and repression in Peru in recent years to try
to silence the protests of mining-affected communities, this case indicates a shift toward

the criminalization of the work of journalists and other environment defenders for sharing information
and expressing opinions on what is taking place,” remarked Jaime Borda from Human Rights

Without Borders - Cusco.

The privatization of public security forces in Peru could have enabled this case of legal

persecution. Human rights organizations have discovered some 118 contracts between oil, gas and mining
companies with state armed forces in Peru to provide them with security services. HudBay Minerals has
such a contract with national police.

“On the basis of the information available about these contracts that privatize the national police force, it
is likely that the police were acting on their contract with Hudbay when they harassed, followed
and detained Moore and Dougherty. Such contracts subordinate state forces to company needs, creating a



conflict of interest with their role to protect the population, for which reason it is necessary that such
arrangements be abolished,” stated Ana Maria Vidal from the National Coordinator for Human Rights.

Ninety networks and organizations from around the world have sent a letter to Peruvian authorities on
Friday urging them to take all measures necessary to stop this process of criminalization and to prevent it
from happening again, including to halt the privatization of the public security apparatus which enables
the criminalization of dissent and defence of human rights, particularly in areas where communities are in
conflict over extractive projects that threaten their wellbeing.

"It’s tremendously worrying that mining companies such as Hudbay may be using the police to try to cut
off communities from independent sources of information and support. This seems to represent another
in a long series of efforts to of target groups that seek to help communities affected by mining in Peru. In
2011, for example, Wikileaks released a US embassy cable describing an attempt by major mining
companies to use Canadian, US, and other diplomats in Lima to make government officials stop the
advocacy efforts of teachers, priests, political parties, local campesino organizations, and NGOs.
Criminalization of such groups has skyrocketed since that time. This must stop," commented Jen Moore
for MiningWatch Canada.

More information: Jen Moore, Latin America Program Coordinator, MiningWatch Canada, (613) 569-
3439, jen@miningwatch.ca

Online: https://miningwatch.ca/news/2017/11/20/peruvian-court-hear-miningwatch-canadas-legal-action-
against-arbitrary-detention
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Report Back
Q’eqchi’ Women Fight Back: Seeking Justice for Rape, Murder & Repression
in the Mining Industry - The Hudbay Minerals/CGN lawsuits

Public Presentation

WHERE: Friends’ House, 60 Lowther, Toronto, M5R-1C7
WHEN: November 23, 2017, 6:00-7:30 pm

COST: By donation

Information: Grahame Russell, Rights Action, 416-807-4436, info@rightsaction.org,
www.rightsaction.org
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info@rightsaction.org
Subscribe to e-Newsletter: www.rightsaction.org

www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org

https://twitter.com/RightsAction
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