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Declaration of COPINH General Assembly “Berta Lives” - Facing extractivist

death, more organization and struggle are our path
Statement of COPINH's 11th General Assembly, May 30, 2017

Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras (COPINH)
https://hondurasresists.blogspot.ca/2017/05/the-path-is-more-struggle-more.html

We, gathered here as community delegates of the Council of Popular and Indigenous
Organizations of Honduras (COPINH) this May 26th-29th, 2017 in the Utopia Center for
Encounter and Friendship, with representation from the states of Intibucd, Lempira, La Paz and
Santa Barbara, declare the following to the national and international public:

We have gathered in this XI Assembly to discuss and debate the future of our organization,
taking into account the tremendous obstacles that present themselves along the way, but with
full determination and commitment to the ancestral struggle of the Lenca people, we have
made strategic decisions about COPINH’s work in coming years.

We have united our hearts and visions, guided by our leader and ancestor Berta Isabel Caceres
Flores with the strength of her spirit and the legacy of her struggle, who for the first time is not
with us physically in this Assembly, he have carried out deep discussions about the
communities’ needs and the path that our organization will take in the current moment and our
reading of the times ahead.

As a product of these discussions, we re-affirm our struggle in defense of our territories and our
resolve to continue building this political project known as COPINH to promote an alternative
life, one consistent with the Lenca people’s worldview and in harmony with life, and to confront
with more struggle and organization the process of criminalization, persecution and harassment
promoted by the economic elite and the corrupt officials who serve the capitalist project of
death that invades our territories and violates our sovereignty.



We agree to develop our organizational strength through an intense process of training,
grassroots media and struggle against the plunder and destruction of our territories and
communities.

In the face of the sleezy political practices in vogue in our country, the Lenca people and
COPINH exercises an assembly-based and grassroots political practice that challenges the vices
of political practices that yield few possibilities for building the project of life that our territories
yearn for. We declare that our organization will continue to struggle against the extractivism
and pillaging that has been imposed on Honduras no matter what government we face.

Prior to this General Assembly and as part of it we carried out a women’s convening in which
we questioned through a liberating process carried out by women our organizational
consistency in strongly promoting the rights of women in all structures. As such, in our
assembly we made clear that we won’t allow aggression against the sisters of our organization
and that the elected general coordination must lead the development of anti-patriarchal work
within COPINH.

Out assembly has unanimously agreed that one of the principal lines of COPINH’s struggle is the
search for justice for our sister and compafiera Berta Isabel Caceres Flores and we declare her
to be our permanent General Coordinator, the guardian spirit of our organization and struggle,
the political and spiritual guide of our actions in defense of life. We declare that we will not
stop and will not rest on this path in search of justice, for the capture of those who plotted and
called for the assassination and the deepening of our struggle in her memory.

(Bertita — daughter of the assassinated Berta Caceres — is the new general coordinator of
COPINH.)

In defense of our territories, on a path against patriarchy and for education, for grassroots
media, natural medicine, food sovereignty, along with our ancestors we cry out that Berta lives
on and COPINH is strong!



With the ancestral strength of Berta, Lempira, Mota, Iselaca and Etempica we raise our voices
for life, justice dignity, liberty and peace!

2017-2019 COPINH General Coordination:

. General Coordinator: Bertha Isabel Zuniga Caceres

. Organizational Coordinator: Sotero Chavarria Funez.

. Coordinator of Records: José Asencién Martinez.

. Coordinator for Political Development and Education: Eiby Doris Sanchez.
. Coordinator of Development and International Relatiions: Julian Garcia.

. Coordinator of Finances: José Tochez.

. Accountability Coordinator: Francisco Gamez Gadmez.

. Communications Coordinator: Efrain Sorto.

. Coordinator of Culture and Acnestral Heritage: Maria Pascuala Vasquez.
10. Coordinator for Land, Territory and the Environment: Francisco Javier Sanchez.
11. Youth Coordinator: Irma Odilia Mendoza Quintano.

12. Women'’s Coordinator: Liliam Esperanza Lopez.

13. Health Coordinator: Maria Teresa Guevara Diaz.

14. LGBT Coorinator: José Gaspar Sanchez Acosta.

15. Legal Affairs Coordinator: Maria Tomasa Hernandez Mancia.
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Written in La Esperanza, Intibuca
29th day of May, 2017

BERTA VIVE, COPINH SIGUE

#FueraDESA #1AfnoSinJusticia #BertaVive #COPINHsigue
#justiciaparaberta #SoyCOPINH

#bertavivecopinhsigue

listen to us live: http://a.stream.mayfirst.org:8000/guarajambala.mp3
web: copinh.org

web-mapa: https://bertavivecopinhsigue.copinh.org/
blog: copinhonduras.blogspot.com

blog in English: http://copinhenglish.blogspot.com/
Utopia: https://utopiacopinhblog.wordpress.com/

fb: Copinh Intibuca

twitter: @ COPINHHONDURAS
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Funding for COPINH
Since 1998, Rights Action has been funding the community development, indigenous rights and environmental
defense work of COPINH. Make cheque payable to "Rights Action" and mail to:
e U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
e (Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8
Credit-Card Donations:
Canada: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/rights-action/




U.S.: http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations (click on NetworkForGood)
Donations of stock? Write to: info@rightsaction.org
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More Info: info@rightsaction.org
Join Rights Action Listserv: www.rightsaction.org

Follow on Facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
Twitter: https://twitter.com/RightsAction, @RightsAction
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