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Angelica & German: Seeking justice in Guatemala for Canadian mining

repression, 7 years and counting
(http://us9.campaign-archivel.com/?u=ea011209a243050dfb66dff59&id=105bf26ba3)
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(Angelica & German) (German, getting in and out of court.)
Angelica Choc and German Chub are seen on December 1, 2016 at the court house in Puerto
Barrios, Guatemala, during closing arguments in the criminal trial against Mynor Padilla, a
former officer in the Guatemalan Army and head of security for Hudbay Minerals and its
Guatemalan subsidiary company CGN.

January 10-11, 2017

Along with their lawyers and lawyers for the Attorney General and CICIG (International
Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala), German and Angelica are in courts again today
and tomorrow, as the defense lawyers continue to drag out their closing arguments.

September 27, 2009

On this day, Padilla — working for Hudbay — shot German, a young Mayan Q’eqchi campesino, in
the back and left him for dead near Hudbay’s then owned nickel mine. German survived,
paralyzed from the waist down. He lost the use of one lung, and the bullet remains lodged next
to his spinal column. That same day, Padilla and the Hudbay guards he was in charge of, singled



out, illegally detained and then murdered well known land, Indigenous rights and
environmental defender Adolfo Ich, husband of Angelica Choc and father of their five children.

Since then, Angelica and German have been spear-heading work and struggle for truth and
justice, both in Guatemala and Canada.

Fugitive from justice, on the Hudbay payroll

For three years after September 27, 2009, Padilla was a fugitive from justice in the El Estor
region. Though there was a capture order outstanding, he continued to work openly for
Hudbay for part of this time before going into hiding; he was not captured until late 2012. To
date, Hudbay has not clarified how long they kept Padilla on their payroll after the assassination
of Adolfo Ich and shooting of German Chub.

Thus, the criminal trial against Padilla only began in March 2015 ... and has been dragging on
since then by Padilla’s team of well connected lawyers who are likely financed by Hudbay.

Precedent setting civil lawsuits in Canada

Meanwhile, Angelica and German and 11 women from the Lote 8 community - gang-raped in
2007 by mining security guards, soldiers and police, as part of the illegal eviction of their
community — are spearheading, with Klippensteins Barristers and Solicitors, the precedent
setting civil lawsuits initiated in 2010 in Canadian courts against Hudbay and CGN, for the
mining related repression they suffered.

Canadian debt of thanks and respect

Angelica, German and the Lote 8 women deserve Canadians’ highest recognition, thanks and
support — they, along with their lawyers, are spearheading efforts to hold the Canadian mining
industry accountable, even as Canadian politicians and mining and investor elites continue to
block efforts to put in place the minimal political and legal reforms necessary to begin to hold
our companies and investors criminally and civilly accountable if and when they use repression
and/or violate human rights and the environment at mining operations around the world.

Stay tuned. Get involved. Share these updates.
Thank-you

Grahame Russell, Rights Action
info@rightsaction.org
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Your Funds At Work

Rights Action has supported the community, land and Mother Earth defense struggles of the
Mayan Q’eqchi’ people in the El Estor region since 2004. And since 2010, Rights Action has
been funding and otherwise supporting Angelica, German and the Lote 8 women as they seek
justice in Guatemalan and Canadian courts. To donate, make check payable to "Rights Action"
and mail to:



* U.S.: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
* Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8
Credit-Card Donations
e (Canada: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/rights-action/
* U.S.: http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations (click on NetworkForGood)
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Join Rights Action Listserv: www.rightsaction.org
Follow on Facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
Twitter: https://twitter.com/RightsAction, @RightsAction
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