
Rights	Action	
February	9,	2016	

*******	
	
This	letter	was	sent	today	to	Goldcorp	and	Montana	Exploradora.		(Contact	info	below)		Please	
re-send	to	and	share	with	your	own	networks.	
	
*******	

	
Water	&	Peace	For	Diodora	Hernandez	&	Her	Family	
	
Goldcorp	Inc.	
Vancouver,	Canada	
Charles	A.	Jeannes,	President	and	CEO	
	
Montana	Exploradora	
Guatemala	City,	Guatemala	
Eduardo	Villacorta,	CEO	
	
Cc:	Canadian	Embassy	
Ambassador	Deborah	Chatsis	
Guatemala	City	
	
Mr.	Jeannes	and	Mr.	Villacorta,	
	
Please	do	what	you	need	to	do,	and	can	easily	do,	to	ensure	that	the	water	for	Diodora	
Hernandez’	family	is	no	longer	blocked	and	her	family	is	left	in	peace.	
	



	
(Diodora,	January	30,	2016.	Photo	@	Grahame	Russell)	
	
Who	Is	Diodora?	
On	July	7,	2010,	Diodora	Antonia	Hernandez	Cinto	(a	Mayan-Mam	campesina	woman	from	the	
village	of	San	Jose	Nueva	Esperanza)	was	shot	in	the	head	and	left	for	dead	by	two	local	men.	
	

	
(July	15,	2010,	Hospital,	Guatemala	City,	photo	@	Diario	CentroAmerica)	
	
The	men	tried	to	kill	her	because	she	refused	to	sell	her	land	to	Montana	Exploradora,	
Goldcorp’s	subsidiary	operating	the	underground	tunneling	and	open-pit,	cyanide-leaching	gold	



“Marlin”	mine	in	the	municipality	of	San	Miguel	Ixtahuacan,	department	of	San	Marcos,	
Guatemala.	
	
Diodora	survived.		The	bullet	entered	her	right	eye,	and	exited	behind	her	right	ear.		After	a	
three	month	hospital	stay,	Diodora	returned	home	–	with	a	prosthetic	eye,	deaf	in	one	ear	-	to	
her	plot	of	land	where	she	continues	to	live	with	her	husband,	daughter,	son	and	grand-
children.	
	
After	this	attempt	on	her	life,	Rights	Action	sent	a	public	letter	to	Goldcorp	denouncing	this	
attempted	killing.		In	response	(July	20,	2010),	David	Deisley,	Goldcorp	general	counsel,	
acknowledged	that	the	two	men	detained,	questioned	and	released,	worked	for	Goldcorp:	
	

“I	understand	that	the	two	men	who	allegedly	committed	the	assault	have	been	
identified	and	were	detained	by	the	police,	but	were	subsequently	released.		However,	I	
understand	that	the	men	have	been	ordered	to	appear	before	the	Ministerio	Publico	in	
San	Marcos	to	give	statements	regarding	the	incident.		Both	the	men	are	residents	of	
San	Miguel	Ixtahuacan.		One	of	the	two	was	employed	by	Montana,	but	his	employment	
was	terminated	more	than	one	year	ago.		The	other	man	is	employed	by	a	contractor	
that	provides	underground	mine	development	services	to	Montana	at	the	Marlin	Mine.”	

	

	
(Diodora	with	Aniseto	Lopez	of	FREDEMI,	San	Miguel	Ixtahuacan	Defense	Front,	January	30,	
2016)	
	
Almost	6	years	later,	there	has	been	no	investigation.		Like	most	serious	crimes	and	cases	of	
repression	in	Guatemala,	the	file	remains	open,	unresolved.		Impunity	and	corruption	remained	
deeply	entrenched	in	Guatemala’s	legal	and	political	systems.	
	
Your	employees	were	never	questioned	or	detained	again;	no	justice	was	done	for	this	
attempted	killing.		(It	is	rumored	that	one	or	both	men	worked	again	in	your	mine.)	



	
For	a	few	years	after	the	attack,	Montana	Exploradora	personnel	and	locally	employed	mine	
workers	continued	to	pressure	Diodora	to	sell	her	land.		She	refused.		These	direct	pressures	
have	stopped	for	now,	as	most	of	your	mining	operation	now	is	tunneling	underground,	and	
you	have	stopped,	for	now,	open	pit	mining	that	requires	moving	families	and	communities.	
	
However,	since	2010,	Diodora’s	tap	water	(there	is	one	outdoor	faucet	per	home)	has	been	
almost	continuously	blocked	by	the	local	leadership	(COCODE)	of	her	village.		Moreover,	there	
are	now	strong	COCODE	led	pressures	to	expel	her	son,	Timoteo,	and	his	family	from	the	
community.		Many	of	the	men	in	this	COCODE	work	in	the	mine.	
	
For	obvious	reasons,	the	blocking	of	her	water	causes	serious	hardship	for	her	family,	her	crops	
and	animals,	particularly	in	dry	season.	
	
Make	The	Call	
There	is	no	need	to	respond	to	this	letter.		There	is	no	need	to	acknowledge	that	Diodora’s	
water	is	being	tampered	with	and	her	family	pressured	to	leave	their	plot	of	land	by	your	mine	
in	Guatemala.		There	is	no	need	to	acknowledge	that	Goldcorp	and	its	subsidiary	Montana	
Exploradora	have	significant	influence	in	Guatemalan	politics	nationally	and	particularly	locally.	
	
But	one	phone	call	from	Vancouver,	with	a	clear	message	to	turn	on	her	water	taps	and	leave	
her	family	in	peace,	will	work	its	way	through	Montana	Exploradora’s	offices	in	Guatemala	City	
and	at	the	mine,	to	the	Mayor’s	office	in	San	Miguel	Ixtahuacan,	and	the	San	Jose	Nueva	
Esperanza	COCODE,	and	this	small	but	vital	matter	will	be	taken	care	of.	
	
Thank-you.	
	
Grahame	Russell,	Toronto,	grahame@rightsaction.org	
Roxana	Hart,	Arizona	
Matthew	Behrens,	Ontario		
Barbara	Larcom,	Maryland	
Marc	Serpa	Francoeur,	Toronto	
Richard	Ochs,	Baltimore	
Jean	Harrington,	New	Jersey	
Diane	S.	Trollope,	Toronto	
Eleanor	Millard,	Carcross	YT	
Walt	Sherwood,	Davis	CA	
Rosemary	&	John	Baxter,	Courtenay	BC	
Judith	Deutsch,	MSW,	&	Dr.	James	Deutsch,	MD,	PhD,	Toronto	
Bob	Thomas,	Myrtle	Creek	OR	
Dr.	Miriam	Garfinkle,	Ontario	
Ken	Neubeck,	Eugene	OR	
Phyllis	Creighton,	Toronto	ON	
Louis	Curran,	Baltimore	



Thom	Haines,	Minnesota	
Louis	Lefeber,	Professor	Economics	and	Program	for	Social	and	Political	Thought	(emeritus),	
York	University,	Toronto	
Janet	St.	Jean,	Quebec	
JT	Haines,	Duluth	MN	
Diane	Haines,	Minneapolis	MN	
Marta	Mercado	Gonzalez,	Guelph	ON	
Marion	Bergevin,	Nelson	BC	
Blase	Bonpane,	PhD,	Office	of	the	Americas,	Los	Angeles	
Mark	Samborsky,	Ottawa	
Kathleen	Ruff,	BC	
Al	Gedicks,	Center	for	Alternative	Mining	Development	Policy,	Wisconsin	
Brian	Finnemore,	Salt	Spring	Island	BC	
Roberta	Humble,	Saskatchewan	
Yves	Engler,	Montréal	
Dr.	Martin	Mowforth,	Tavistock	UK	
Jim	Sugiyama,	Toronto	
Janet	Bye,	Ipswich,	Suffolk,	England	
Sandra	Hartline,	BC	
Curtis	Penner,	Steinbach,	Manitoba	
heather	lane,	Quebec	City	
Harry	Smaller,	Ontario	
Dr.	Keith	A.	Roberts,	Minneapolis		
Sylvia	Berryman,	Vancouver	
Christopher	Lowry,	Toronto	
Sofia	Meza,	Ontario	
Eric	Schiller,	Ottawa	
Maurice	Shapiro,	Powell	River	
Mike	Antoniades,	Toronto	
Mary	Ann	Westaway,	BC	
Karen	Rothschild,	QC	
Diana	Bohn,	Berkeley,	CA	
Rev.	Emily	Goldthwaite	Fries,	Mayflower	Community	Congregational	United	Church	of	Christ,	
Minneapolis	
Kay	Gimbel,	member:	Mining	Justice	Action	Committee,	Victoria	BC	
CDHAL,	Committee	for	Human	Rights	in	Latin	America,	Montréal	
Peter	Mott,	MD,	&	Gail	Mott,	Rochester,	NY	
Karen	McIvor,	Victoria	BC	
Kevin	Gould,	Montreal	
Egla	Martinez,	Professor,	Institute	of	Interdisciplinary	Studies,	Carleton	University	
Jenny	Owens,	Hampshire	UK	
James	Watson,	London,	UK,	Environmental	Network	for	Central	America	
Peter	Eglin,	Halifax	NS	
Mary	Kate	Land,	Eugene	OR	



Bethel	Lutheran	Church,	Susan	George,	Minneapolis	
John	Liss,	Toronto	
Judy	Lee,	Kingston	ON	
michele	eggers,	Oregon	
Mike	Chapman,	Nelson	BC	
Liisa	L.	North,	Professor	Emerita,	York	Univeristy,	Toronto	
Mark	Beattie,	Toronto	
Kevin	McLaughlin,	NC	
smadar	carmon,	Toronto	
Margie	Noonan,	BC	
Anna	Zaffina,	Toronto	
Susan	Scott	&	Judy	Somberg,	Task	Force	on	the	Americas	of	the	National	Lawyers	Guild	
Gord	Doctorow,	Ed.D.,	Toronto	
Laura	Savinkoff,	Grand	Forks	BC	
Boundary	Peace	Initiative,	Grand	Forks	BC	
Charlotte	Bell,	Victoria	BC	
Denise	Workun,	Lawyer,	Ottawa	
Mary	Supple,	Richfield	MN	
Rev.	Mary	Shaffer,	St	Louis	Park,	Minnesota	
Brenda	Dehmer,	Elko	MN	
Rosalind	Bresnahan,	Ph.D.,	San	Bernardino,	CA	
Mary	Ellen	Davis,	Québec	
Sharlene	Patterson,	Victoria	BC	
John	Sniegocki,	Professor	Christian	Ethics,	Director,	Peace	&	Justice	Studies,	Xavier	U.,	Cincinnati	
Lucia	Roncalli,	MD	MPH,	Santa	Rosa,	CA	
Oonagh	Doherty,	Attorney	at	Law,	Northampton	MA	
Helene	Hannah,	Kingston	ON	
Alexandra	Pedersen,	Kingston	ON	
Aaron	Pollack,	Chiapas,	Mexico	
Irene	Watt,	Kingston,	with	Guatemala	Canada	Solidarity	Network	
Philip	McManus,	California	
Eileen	Rivera		
Jessica	Fickell,	British	Columbia	
Eric	Mills,	Toronto	
Jenifer	Smith,	New	Mexico	
Caryn	Maxim,	Morristown	NJ	
Guadalupe	Rodríguez	-	Salva	la	Selva	
Richard	Renshaw	
Cindy	&	Doug	Gilday,	Whitehorse	YT	
Coal	Action	Network,	UK		
Leilah	Gordon-Bates,	Latin	American	Mining	Monitoring	Programme	
Hannibal	Rhoades,	European	Coordinator,	Yes	to	Life,	No	to	Mining,	Communications	&	
Advocacy	Officer,	Gaia	Foundation,	Birmingham,	UK	
Emily	Young,	Toronto	



Amanda	Fulmer,	Seattle	
Mary	Kelly,	Toronto	
Jack	Herbert,	Portland	OR	
Raul	Burbano,	Common	Frontiers,	Canada	
Paige	Shell-Spurling,	Portland,	Oregon	
Chico	Callman,	Portland	Central	America	Solidarity	Committee,	Right2Survive	
Jen	Moore,	MiningWatch	Canada	
Rachel	Small,	MISN	-	Mining	Injustice	Solidarity	Network/	Red	Contra	la	Minería	Injusta	
Robert	Pepper-Smith,	British	Columbia	
Jessa	Pillipow,	Jessa	Pillipow,	Saskatchewan	
Jane	P.	Brett,	Victoria	BC	
Andrew	Young,	Ontario	
Alberto	Vázquez	Ruiz,	Belgium	
Beth	Hunt	&	Bruce	Mitford,	Mayo	YT	
Juanita	Sundberg,	British	Columbia	
Gabrielle	Glatt,	Ontario	
Kelsea	Greentree,	Ontario	
Marissa	Belanco,	Ontario	
Sonja	Givetash,	Ontario	
Alex	Gibson,	Ontario	
Chelsea	Mulvale,	Ontario	
Ashley	Gibson,	Ontario	
Grace	McKenzie,	Ontario	
Lauren	Hancock,	Ontario	
Becca	Price,	Ontario	
Stephanie	Glatt,	Ontario	
Alex	Atkin,	Ontario	
Cheryl	Eckhart,	Ontario	
Beth	Snyder,	Ontario	
Clarence	Snyder,	Ontario	
Cara-Lee	Malange,	Nelson	BC	
Susan	Taylor		
Lucy	Goodman,	Falmouth,	Cornwall	(UK)	
Marco	Salazar,	USA	
Ana	Gladis	Ollas,	Guatemala	
Norma	Leticia	Cedeño	Ramírez	
Cedfog	Huehuetenango,	Centro	de	Estudios	y	Documentación	de	la	Frontera	Occidental	de	
Guatemala,	Guatemala	
Mujeres	por	México	en	Chihuahua		
María	Fernanda	G	G,	España	
Maria	Candelaria	Carrera	Catalán,	Resistencia	Pacífica	de	la	Puya,	Guatemalteca	
Mario	Monroy,	Instituto	Intercultural	Ñöñho,	A.C.	
Bios	Iguana	
Gustavo	Castro,	Otros	Mundos	AC/Chiapas	



@sostenible2010,	Red	de	Difusión,	Eco-Diario-Alternativo/España	
Carlos	Amador,	comite	ambientalista	valle	de	siria,	Honduras	
Juan	Almendarez,	Asociación	Madre	Tierra,	Honduras	
Miguel	Angel	Mijangos	Leal,	México,	Procesos	Integrales	para	la	Autogestión	de	los	Pueblos	
Aidee	Irina	Tassinari	Azcuaga,	Ciudad	de	México	
REMA	Mexico,	Red	Mexicana	de	Afectados	por	la	Minería	
Movimiento	M4,	Movimiento	Mesoamericano	Contra	el	Modelo	Extractivo	Minero	
Angela	Bunch,	&	Alexis	Williams	&	Esmeralda	Cajas,	San	Lucas	Tolimán,	Sololá,	Guatemala	
Antonino	Barrios	
Argelia	Arriaga	García,	Puebla,	Mexico	
Plataforma	Salvemos	Cabana	(Galicia,	España)	
		
*******	
Goldcorp	Inc.	
www.goldcorp.com	
Park	Place,	Suite	3400-666,	Burrard	St.,	Vancouver	BC,	Canada,	V6C-2X8,	(604)	696-3000	
3201–130	Adelaide	St.	W.,	Toronto	ON,	Canada,	M5H-3P5,	(416)	865-0326	
	
Chuck	Jeannes,	President	&	CEO,	Chuck.Jeannes@goldcorp.com	
Kim	Keras,	executive	assistant,	Kim.Keras@goldcorp.com	
Tim	Miller,	VP	Operations	Central	America,	Tim.Miller@montana.com.gt	
Ben	Lee,	benjamin.lee@goldcorp.com,	Legal	Counsel	
Jeff	Wilhoit,	Investor	Relations,	Jeff.Wilhoit@goldcorp.com,	info@goldcorp.com,	(800)	567-
6223	
Media,	Christine	Marks,	media@goldcorp.com,	(604)	696-3050	
Human	Resources,	Jamie	Rogers,	hr@goldcorp.com,	(604)-695-1462	
Board	of	Directors,	Directors@Goldcorp.com	
Code	of	Conduct,	ethics.help@goldcorp.com	
Brent	Bergeron,	Corp	Social	Responsibility,	brent.bergeron@goldcorp.com	
CSR	&	Corp	Affairs,	Dominique	Ramirez,	dominique.ramirez@goldcorp.com	
Janine	Treader,	janine.treader@goldcorp.com	
	
Montana	Exploradora	
http://goldcorpguatemala.com/	
5ta	Avenida,	5-55,	Zona	14,	Europlaza	
Torre	1,	Nivel	6,	oficina	601	
Guatemala	City,	Guatemala,	01014	
T:	(502)	2329-2600	
	
Eduardo	Villacorta,	Eduardo.Villacorta@montana.com.gt	
Jim	Schenck,	jamess@montana.com.gt	
Lisa	Wade,	lisa.wade@montana.com.gt	
	



CANADIAN	Embassy	in	Guatemala	
Ambassador	Deborah	Chatsis	
13	Calle	8-44	Zone	10,	
Edificio	Edyma	Plaza	
Guatemala	City	
T:	(502)	2363-4348	
F:	(502)	2365	1210	
e:	gtmla@international.gc.ca	
	
*******	
Gold Fever 
Diodora Hernandez and Aniseto Lopez are featured in “Gold Fever” that documents how the 
Canadian mining giant Goldcorp Inc. continues to mine relentlessly in San Miguel Ixtahuacan 
and Sipacapa, Guatemala, despite 13 years of repression, other human rights violations, 
environmental destruction and corruption and impunity.  Gold Fever takes the viewer into the 
homes and communities of courageous Mayan Mam people resisting the harms and violations, 
struggling for justice and a different “development” model. 

• Trailer / Information: www.goldfevermovie.com/ 
 
******* 
Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & United States) 
To support groups like FREDEMI and people like Diodora, working and struggling for real 
democracy, community controlled development, protection of the environment, and respect 
for the rule of law and human rights, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to: 

• U.S.:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
• Canada:  (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 

Credit-Card Donations 
• Canada: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/rights-action/ 
• U.S.: http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations (click on NetworkForGood) 

Donations of stock? Write to: grahame@rightsaction.org 
 

******* 
More info: grahame@rightsaction.org 

Receive print newsletter: grahame@rightsaction.org 
Join listserv: www.rightsaction.org 

www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org 
@RightsAction 

******* 
	


