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Canadian And American Tourism Investments At Risk In Honduras:
lllegal land seizure trial against Randy Jorgensen, the “porn king” (according to Maclean’s
Magazine), proceeds in Honduran courts

* Below: Article by Karen Spring

While the Honduran legal system is characterized by corruption, racism and impunity, if we can
shine enough light on this trial in Honduras, and in Canada and the US (where many of the
tourism corporations and investors are based), we can help the Garifuna people have a better
chance of a fair trial and a better chance of not being forcibly dispossessed of their ancestral
lands to make way for the illegal, ‘ethnocidal’ interests of foreign tourism companies and
investors.
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Canadian Tourism and Real Estate Developer Appears Before Honduran Judge
By Karen Spring, November 14, 2015, http://www.karenspring.com/2015/11/canadian-tourism-
and-real-estate.html

On November 13, 2015, Canadian tourist and real estate investor, Randy Jorgensen appeared
before a judge in Trujillo, Honduras. Jorgensen is being accused of illegal possession of
approximately 81 manzanas of land where his company Life Vision Developments has
developed the gated-community of Campa Vista.The lots inside Campa Vista are being sold to
North Americans seeking vacation homes on the beautiful Caribbean coast of Honduras.

Jorgensen illegally obtained the land through fraudulent sales of land inside the ancestral land
title of the Garifuna community of Rio Negro and Cristales.

The Honduran judge overseeing the hearing ruled 'sobreseimiento provisional' or a provisional
stay which means that there is insufficient evidence to proceed to trial but that the Honduran
state representing the Garifuna community has five years to present further evidence. Given
the serious accusations against Jorgensen and the threat that the gated-community Campa
Vista presents to the cultural integrity and land rights of the Garifuna in Trujillo Bay, the
community of Rio Negro and Cristales intend to appeal the decision.

The Garifuna communities were not entirely surprised by the judge's decision on the case.
Corruption and impunity is rampant in the Honduran judicial system and more likely than not to
sway the ruling in favour of a foreign investor with strong political connections.

Over 150 Garifuna gathered outside of the courthouse as the hearing was underway. Marching
first from the Cristales neighbourhood, we arrived to the courthouse shortly after the hearing



begun. Drumming, singing, holding signs declaring their indigenous rights under the
International Labour Organization (ILO) 169 convention, and a banner that read "Randy Roy
Jorgensen out of Garifuna territory", the Garifuna communities showed their determination to
defend their ancestral rights.
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Photo caption: Banner reads "Randy Roy Jorgensen out of Garifuna territory." All photos by
Karen Spring

Photo caption: Marching from the Garifuna neighbourhood of Cristales in Trujillo to the
courthouse
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Photo caption: Canadian "Porn King" Randy Jorgensen charged with illegal possession of land
arrives to the courthouse in Trujillo, Honduras.

Photo caption: Randy Jorgensen (left) waving obnoxiously to the Garifuna community waiting
outside the courthouse to hear the results. Hernan Batres (middle), the General Manager of the
cruise ship terminal constructed by Jorgensen's second company in Trujillo, Banana Coast,
accompanied Jorgensen to the hearing.

%k % %k %k %k k k

Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & United States)
To support OFRANEH, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to:
* United States: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
* (Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8
Credit-Card Donations
* (Canada: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/rights-action/




* United States: http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations (click on
NetworkForGood)

Donations of stock? Write to: info@rightsaction.org
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Honduras Fact-finding Delegation, March 19-26, 2016

Rights Action invites you to join this educational-seminar trip to Honduras. Cost: US$750,
covering seven nights of lodging, and six days of: transportation, two or three meals/day, trip
coordination and guiding, translation, and honorariums for some groups we meet with.
Participants are responsible for their own travel to and from Honduras. Learn more: Grahame
Russell, info@rightsaction.org
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Receive print newsletter: info@rightsaction.org
Join Listserv: www.rightsaction.org
www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
@RightsAction
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