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Los Angeles Times article

Military-backed regime in Honduras pushing for re-election of president

What will the U.S. and Canadian governments do?2 In 2009, the U.S. and
Canadian governments supported the military coup that forcibly removed
President Mel Zelaya and his entire government on the pretence that they were
trying to change Honduras' constitution to allow the re-election of Presidents.
Since then, Honduras has become known as the “murder capital of the world”,
the “repression and impunity capital of the Americas.”

The real issue is not whether presidents should be able to run a second time, or
not. The issue, for Canadians and Americans, is the complicit role our
governments played in supporting a military coup that was “justified" on
preventing the re-election of presidents in Honduras (simply because we
disagreed with some policies of the then government) and now supporting the
re-election of presidents in Honduras, simply because this military-backed
president implements policies favourable to North American corporations and
investors.
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A Honduran Coup Comes Full Circle

By Tracy Wilkinson
http://www.latimes.com/world/mexico-americas/la-fg-a-honduran-coup-
20150427-story.html

In 2009, a group of Honduran politicians and military officers staged a coup and
removed then-President Manuel Zelaya from office and from the country. The
stated motive was to prevent Zelaya from changing the constitution so that he
could run for re-election and hold on to power.

Now, some of the same Hondurans who backed that coup have helped do
exactly what they said they opposed. The Honduran Supreme Court has struck
down an article of the constitution that prohibited a sitting or former president
from seeking a second term. The move had vigorous backing from President
Juan Orlando Hernandez, who will now be allowed to run for re-election. [...]

Opposition parties cried foul, warning that Hernandez, a conservative from the
National Party, was moving toward a dictatorship, his re-election virtually
assured given the vast state resources he would be able to marshal for any
political campaign.



"It is a very worrisome situation," former Judge Guillermo Lopez, past president of
the Assn. of Judges for Democracy, said in a telephone interview from
Tegucigalpa, the Honduran capital. "If [Hernandez] goes for a second and then
a third term, we could have a situation with curtailed freedoms becoming ever
more obvious."

Lopez was one of a handful of judges fired in fallout from the coup, in which
Zelaya, who had taken a hard turn to the left in his policies, was rousted from
bed by army officers and put on a plane to Costa Rica. [Rights Action
commentary: This is a gross distortion of the policies — “hard turn to the left” - that
the government of President Zelaya was implementing, when the military and
economic elites ousted him in the military coup.]

Backers of the coup, including members of the National Party and even some
officials from Zelaya's own Liberal Party, said at the time that Zelaya's efforts to
hold a constituent assembly were really only a guise to set up changes in the
constitution that would have allowed re-election. He denied that was his ulterior
motive.

The years since the coup have been marked by a huge uptick in violence,
including the slayings of labor activists, peasants, politicians and journalists, with
Hernandez responding by giving more authority to the military.

Zelaya was eventually allowed to return to Honduras, where he formed a new
party. In 2013, his wife, Xiomara Castro, ran for president unsuccessfully against
Hernandez. Zelaya has said he has no intention of trying to run for president
again, even if the court's new ruling stands.

The way the ban was stuck down was clouded in confusion. Responding to a
petition from a group of legislators, a five-member panel of the Supreme Court
voted unanimously Wednesday to void the constitution's re-election ban. All five
justices were appointed by Hernandez or his proxies.

There was an immediate outcry from opponents, and on Thursday one of the
judges announced he was withdrawing his approval and voting against the
change.

With the decision no longer unanimous, the case would have to be heard by
the full 15-member court. But for reasons not completely clear, the government's
official Gazette went ahead and rushed to publish the ruling as unanimous on
Friday. With that, it enters into effect.



Returning from a trip to the United States over the weekend, Hernandez
declined to comment on the court's decision or the way it was handled, saying,
"Let me work."

Opponents, including the major opposition political parties, said the ruling
tramples on the constitution and shatters an important covenant with the
public. Many countries in Latin America had bans on re-election as a response
to decades of dictatorships and one-party rule.

"There is nothing confusing, murky or contradictory" about the constitution's ban
on re-election, columnist Max Velasquez Diaz wrote in the Honduran newspaper
La Tribuna. "Murky, confusing and contradictory is [the court's] ruling."

Proponents said it was unconstitutional in the first place to prohibit a sitting or
former president to become a candidate again. It was not clear if term limits will
eventually be added to Honduras' electoral system.

"Is presidential re-election a false step for the incipient, weak and malleable
Honduran democracy?" columnist Aldo Romero asked. "The near future will
bring an answer, but what is certain is that we are subjected to the pressure of
'Latin American re-election fever," where those who have it don't want to give
up power, and those who don't are desperate to return.”

Follow @TracyKWilkinson on Twitter for more news from Latin America
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Say No To ‘International Business and Investments, Militarism and Impunity As
Usual’

The U.S. and Canadian governments, the World Bank and Inter-American
Development Bank, and North American companies and investors (including
pension funds) maintain profitable economic and military relations with the
Guatemalan, Honduran and Mexican elites, turning a blind eye to death and
suffering by exploitation, repression, violence and impunity that are the norm in
these countries.

Because of impunity and immunity from legal liability in Canada and the U.S., it
is extremely difficult to hold our companies, investors, governments and
international "development” banks accountable when they contribute to and
benefit from human rights violations and environmental and health harms in
other countries.

Send, and keep on sending copies of this information, and your own letters, to
your own elected politicians (MPs, Congresspersons, Senators), to your mediaq,



and to your own pension and investment funds, asking: Why our governments,
companies and investment firms do nothing about the poverty, repression and
violence, and environmental and health harms associated with North American
businesses, while benefiting from these economic, military and political
relationse

Get Informed / Get Involved

* Speakers: Invite us to give presentations about these issues

* Educational Delegation: Join an educational delegation seminar to
Guatemala and Honduras to learn more about these issues and struggles

* Daily News: www.democracynow.org / www.upsidedownworld.org /
www.dominionpaper.ca / www.rabble.ca /

* Recommended Reading: “This Changes Everything: Capitalism versus The
Climate”, by Naomi Klein; “Open Veins of Latin America”, by Eduardo
Galeano; “A People’s History of the United States”, by Howard Zinn

Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & United States)
To support community organizations working for locally-controlled development,
the environment, human rights, real democracy and the rule of law in Honduras
and Guatemala, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to:

* Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8

* USA: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091
Credit-Card Donations: http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations
Stock donations: info@rightsaction.org
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More information: info@rightsaction.org

Print newsletter: info@rightsaction.org

Listserv: www.rightsaction.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
Twitter: https.//twitter.com/RightsAction, @RightsAction
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