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Tahoe Resources (Goldcorp Inc.) Guatemalan Manager Detained On Charges of Criminal 
Contamination 
 
As community member Telesforo Pivarel was executed, most probably for his peaceful opposition to 
Tahoe Resources (Goldcorp Inc’s) mine in Guatemala: 
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Tahoe-Resources--Deadly-Mining-Operation-In-Guatemala--
Telesforo-Pivarel-Assassinated.html?soid=1103480765269&aid=KLSjfQEIqnw,  
 
As the criminal trial for murder and aggravated assault continues against Hudbay Minerals’ former head 
of security in Guatemala: 
http://www.rightsaction.org/action-content/murder-trial-against-hudbay-minerals-former-head-security-
continues,  
 
As Tahoe Resources (Goldcorp Inc.) is on trial in Canada for shooting and injuries ordered by Tahoe’s 
former head of security (and former Peruvian military man): 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tahoe-resources-vancouver-mining-firm-in-court-today-
over-guatemalan-workers-lawsuit-1.3024121, 
 
(* Tahoe Resources grew out of Goldcorp Inc, and remains 40% owned by Goldcorp.  Former Goldcorp 
CEO Kevin MacArthur is CEO of Tahoe.) 
 
******* 
Tahoe Resources’ Administrative Manager Detained On Charges Of Industrial 
Contamination 
April 15, 2015 
http://www.miningwatch.ca/news/tahoe-resources-administrative-manager-detained-charges-industrial-
contamination 
Source: Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network - MiningWatch Canada - Network in 
Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA) 
 
Monday, a Guatemalan judge denied bail to the Administrative Manager and Legal Representative, 
Carlos Roberto Morales Monzón, of Tahoe Resources’ subsidiary, Minera San Rafael S.A., and ordered 
him to pre-trial detention on charges of industrial contamination. The Guatemala's Public Prosecutors' 
Office for Crimes Against the Environment launched an investigation in 2012 into the company’s 
contamination of water sources near its Escobal silver mine. The trial date is set for June 12. 
 
Tuesday, Tahoe Resources issued a press release downplaying the decision and Carlos Roberto Morales 
Monzón’s role in the company, referring to him as an “employee”, not the “mine manager”. Nonetheless, 
a February 2013 Constitutional Court decision refers to Mr. Morales Monzón as the Administrative 
Manager and Legal Representative for Minera San Rafael. The company also said it will appeal 
Monday’s decision. 
 
“This is remarkable. Tahoe Resources now has two managers from the Escobal mine in pre-trial 
detention, beginning two years ago with the company’s former security manager who was detained on 
charges of assault and obstruction of justice. It will be even more remarkable if these cases continue to 
proceed,” stated Ellen Moore for the Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala. 
 



The criminal case, which carries a sentence of up to eight years in prison if convicted, is the result of a 
complaint that the Center for Social Legal Action in Guatemala (CALAS) filed for contamination of the 
Escobal Creek and the El Dorado River, located near the community of Los Planes, just steps from 
Tahoe’s project. The alleged contamination occurred while the project was still in the exploration phase. 
 
The Guatemalan Ministry of Health confirmed that a discharge of water from the mine installations was 
contaminated with suspended solids. Around the same time, local residents were reporting that 
contamination was affecting water used for crop irrigation. Since then, community members have been 
denouncing increasing scarcity of water in the area immediately surrounding the project, similarly 
believed to be a result of Tahoe’s mine. This latter concern is not part of the legal process. 
 
“With several legal processes underway against the company and its affiliates, along with ongoing 
community resistance to the mine and its expansion plans, it should be ever more clear to investors that 
this company is a dangerous investment,” commented Jen Moore for MiningWatch Canada. 
 
The extent of local concern over negative environmental and social impacts, present and future, of the 
mine on water supplies and community wellbeing has generated widespread community opposition to the 
project. As of March 2013, tens of thousands voted against the project in local plebiscites and residents 
filed more than 250 specific complaints against the granting of Tahoe’s final permitting license. The 
Ministry of Mines and Energy dismissed the complaints without consideration immediately before 
granting the company a license in April 2013. A lawsuit is pending in Guatemala’s Constitutional Court 
for lack of due process in this regard, which has raised questions about the legality of Tahoe’s 
exploitation license. 
 
Protests that emerged in the wake of the Ministry’s hasty decision to grant Tahoe's final permit faced 
police repression and an armed  attack by company security guards on April 27, 2013 that left seven men 
injured. This latter event is the subject of a criminal case in Guatemalan courts against Alberto Rotondo, 
former security manager for Tahoe Resources, accused of having ordered and then attempted to cover up 
the attack. The seven men have also brought a civil suit against Tahoe Resources in British Columbia for 
negligence and battery in connection with the shooting. 
 
In January 2015, the Norwegian Ethical Fund recommended against investing in Tahoe Resources, citing 
“unacceptable risk of the company contributing to serious human rights violations through its operation” 
at the Escobal silver mine in southeastern Guatemala. 
 
Contacts: 

• Ellen Moore, Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA), 
ellen(at)nisgua.org, (510) 763-1403 

• Jackie McVicar, Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network, 
jackiebtsguatemala(at)gmail.com, (502) 4824-0637 

• Jen Moore, MiningWatch Canada, jen(at)miningwatch.ca, (613) 569-3439 
• For more information about this situation, follow tahoeontrial.net. 

 
******* 
What To Do 
 
Send, and keep on sending copies of this information, and your own letters, to your own contact lists, to 
your own elected politicians (MPs, Congresspersons, Senators), to your local media, and to pension and 
investment funds.  Ask: Why our governments, companies and investment firms do nothing to put an end 



to the poverty, repression and violence, and environmental and health harms being caused directly and 
indirectly by North American business activities in countries like Guatemalan, Honduran, Mexico, … ? 
 
Public & Private Investment Funds 
Do you know where your private and pension funds are invested?  In Tahoe Resources, Goldcorp Inc, 
Hudbay Minerals, Barrick Gold, … .  Send, and keep on sending copies of this information, and your own 
letters, to your own pension and investment funds, asking … 
 
INFORMATION 

• Mining company shareholder education and activism, April-May 2015: MISN (Mining Injustice 
Solidarity Network): http://www.solidarityresponse.net/ 

• Civil lawsuit against Tahoe Resources in Canada: Canadian Center for International Justice, 
info@ccij.ca, 604-569-1778 

• Criminal trial for murder and other crimes, against Hudbay Mineral’s former head of security in 
Guatemala: info@rightsaction.org 

• Civil lawsuits against Hudbay Minerals/CGN in Canada: Klippensteins Barristers and Solicitors: 
www.chocversushudbay.com 

 
“Defensora” 
Screen this award winning film, by Rachel Schmidt, that documents the lives and vision of the Mayan 
Qeqchi people and their efforts to seek justice in Canadian courts against Hudbay Minerals and CGN.  
Trailer/Information: www.defensorathefilm.com 
 
“Gold Fever” 
Screen this award winning film, by Northland Films, documenting gold mining, human rights violations, 
environmental destruction and impunity in Guatemala.  The Canadian mining giant Goldcorp Inc. 
continues to mine relentlessly in San Miguel Ixtahuacan and Sipacapa, despite 10 years of documented 
health and environmental harms and other human rights violations.  Trailer/Information: 
www.goldfevermovie.com/ 
 
Tax-Deductible Donations (Canada & United States) 
Rights Action sent an emergency grant to the Committee in Defense of Life and Peace in San Rafael Las 
Flores, to support the family needs of Telesforo Pivarel, assassinated on April 5, 2015. 
 
To support campesino and indigenous communities in Guatemala and Honduras, working for community-
controlled development and defense of human rights and the environment, and working to denounce 
harms and violations caused by resource extraction companies, make check payable to "Rights Action" 
and mail to: 

• Canada: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
• USA: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091 
• Credit-Card Donations:  http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-deductible-donations 
• Stock donations: info@rightsaction.org 

 
******* 
More information: info@rightsaction.org 
To receive our print newsletter: info@rightsaction.org 
Get on/off our listserv: www.rightsaction.org 
Follow us on facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org 
******* 
 


