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THIS IS WHAT MINING LOOKS LIKE IN GUATEMALA - Washington Post article
The Guatemalan government, headed by President and former General Otto Perez Molina, sent
the military to ‘protect’ the “El Escobal” mine owned by Tahoe Resources (Canadian/ American
company) and 40% owned by the Canadian mining giant Goldcorp Inc.

*  MORE INFORMATION: See below
e HOW TO SUPPORT local community organizations struggling fo defend their rights and
environment: See below.
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GUATEMALAN REGION MILITARIZED FOLLOWING DISPUTE AROUND CANADIAN-OWNED MINE
Washington Post/ Associated Press, Jun 01, 2013
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/guatemalan-region-militarized-following-
dispute-around-canadian-owned-mine/2013/06/01/fde8734e-ca%4-11e2-9cd?-
3b%9a22a4000a_story.html
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(Luis Soto/ Associated Press ) - In this May 2, 2013 file photo, soldiers check passengers for
weapons at a checkpoint in Mataquescuintla, Guatemala. The government declared a state of
siege and banned public gatherings in four fownships, including Mataquescuintla, following
violent clashes between police and residents protesting a foreign-run mining project. Protesters
fear the project, El Escobal, in San Rafael will drain or pollute the local water supply, and they've



blocked roads and burned buildings to stop it from going forward. A common complaint is that
locals feel they were not consulted about the project before its approval.

(SAN RAFAEL LAS FLORES, Guatemala)

The neighbors of the San Rafael silver mine no longer come out of their homes for fear of the
machine-gun totfing froops and police who man checkpoints in these green, wooded
mountains. The plaza in the town of San Rafael Las Flores, where the community used to mingle,
is now deserted.

The fear that rules this terrain, where residents are mostly Xinca Indians, recall the bad old days
of the country’s three-decade-long civil war, which killed as many as 200,000 people. But what's
brought in the troops this time are protests over plans by Vancouver-based Tahoe Resources Inc.
to fap what the company says is one of the five largest silver deposits in the world.

Protesters say the project, called El Escobal, will drain or pollute the local water supply, and
hundreds of people have blocked roads and burned buildings to stop it from going forward.
That's tested President Otto Perez Molina, who sent in hundreds of tfroops and suspended the
right to hold public gatherings in four townships near the mine in early May. It was the second
time during his 16 months in office that he has declared a state of siege in response to protests
against a foreign-run mining project.

With violence rising, the mine protests have now emerged not only as a threat to Perez Molina’s
young administration but also a warning to other foreign companies seeking to invest in the
region. The residents of San Rafael, however, say they're been left with no choice but to fight
and accuse the government of favoring foreign investors over communities. “This is affecting us,
we feel infimidated,” said 18-year-old Miriam Munoz, whose nervous parents didn't want her to
go to school because of all the soldiers and police outside. “The situation isn't going to change
until the president comes to deal with it.”

The company and its supporters deny the fown's accusations, saying the mine will instead bring
jobs and tens of millions of dollars fo local governments and communities. Andres Davila, the
mine’s coordinator of corporate communications, said the metal will be extracted through a
flotation process in which the ore is passed through water. The process involves the chemical
reagent zinc cyanide, which Davila said “is not discharged into rivers because it is reused at the
same site.” “Half of the (mine’s) employees are from San Rafael and 95 percent are
Guatemalans,” Davila said. “For every dollar, 35 cents will stay in Guatemala for taxes, royalties
and voluntary confributions.”

Claudia Samayoaq, director of Guatemala’s Human Rights Defense Unit, said the political
damage has already been done. “One interesting thing we have been finding in San Rafael Las
Flores and the communities affected by the state of siege is that people who supported the
president are telling us they no longer back him,” said. Indeed, a new poll by CID Gallup shows
approval of Perez Molina’s presidency falling 20 percentage points over the past year, from 68
percent in May 2012 to 48 percent this May. The poll, which was conducted between May 2-9
and had a margin for error of 3 percentage points, cites street violence and a lack of jobs for
the fall.

Such conflicts are breaking out all over Latin America, where local resistance to foreign-driven
mining projects have paralyzed whole regions and claimed dozens of casualfies. At the same
time, such projects have become ever more popular as world prices for copper, iron ore and

other metals have boomed, driven in large part by growing demand from China.



In Peru, such protests have presented a major challenge to President Ollanta Humala, while
similar outrage over foreign exploitation of local resources helped defeat presidents in Bolivia.

Activists say problems at the Guatemala mine began in 2007, when the owner at the fime,
Canada'’s Goldcorp Inc., came to San Rafael with an exploration license. In 2010, the mine was
sold fo Tahoe Resources. “Since then the problems have aggravated,” said Oscar Morales,
president of the Community Development Council, which serves as a link between locals and
political authorities. He spoke with the AP from a secret location where he has been in hiding
since authorities raided his and family members’ homes searching for arms. He said nothing
turned up in the searches.

Morales said eight community consultations of 4,222 adults found that nearly all of them
opposed the mine. He said he wants to hold another legally binding community consultation
about the mine, but municipal governments have refused.

The violence has only grown more desfructive the longer the dispute remains unresolved. On
Sept. 17,2012, mine workers fransporting fubes for electrical cables on the main highway were
stopped and held by local residents opposed to the mine. The following day, unknown attackers
set fire to mine warehouses and a paftrol car. About two months later, enraged residents burned
a hotel and stole dynamite belonging to the mine when authorities blocked a community
meeting about the mine in the nearby town of Mataquescuintla.

The deadliest clash occurred on Jan. 11, when a shootout between protesters and mine security
guards left one farmer and two guards dead. Then, on March 17, unidentified gunmen
abducted four members of the Xinca parliament in confusing circumstances. One ended up
dead.

Faced with the growing violence, the national government announced the creation of a
mediation commission, and on April 3, the government granted a 25-year exploitation license to
the San Rafael mine “after it fulfilled all the requisites set by law,” according to Davila. The mine
has the necessary permits but is not yet operating.

After another protest left a policeman dead and six locals wounded, Perez Molina declared a
30-day state of siege that banned public gatherings and other civil liberties in four townships
around the mine in Jalapa and Santa Rosa states. Some 500 police officers and 2,000 soldiers
were sent fo the area. The president later lowered the alert to a state of prevention, saying
froops could no longer detain or arrest people without justification. “It is not only because of
problems at the mine, but also because of organized crime” that the emergency was decreed,
said Perez Molina, but human rights organizations called the move a “criminalization of the
legitimate demands of the population opposed to the mine.”

Tahoe Resources vigorously defends the San Rafael project, which it expects to start operating
before the end of the year. It says it has reached out to 2,000 locals to explain the benefits the
mine brings. And some locals laud the jobs it offers. “My father and my brother work in the mine.
| have received a scholarship from the mine. | think it is bringing development to San Rafael,”
said 17-year-old student Paola.

Many protesters and farmers, however, are skeptical. They say the mine has already transformed
the region, if only with all the troops and checkpoints that remain throughout the region. “What
matters least is the money,” said Vicente Morales, who lives 1.2 miles (2 kilometers) from the
mine. “What we don’t want is that in a few years our lands no longer produce, that the
environment is damaged, that the river is polluted.”
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NO “SOCIAL LICENCE”: COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS SAY ‘NO’

Even as Tahoe / Goldcorp push ahead, even as repression increases, community after
community are holding public, transparent consultations and every single one is saying ‘no’ to
the imposition of this type of "development” project. This can only result in more repression and
violence.

BACKGROUND

In 2005, Goldcorp Inc. began operating the “Marlin” gold mine in the indigenous Mam region of
western Guatemala. This now infamous mine has been characterized by a wide range of health
harms (fto human and animal life), environmental destruction and contaminations, and other
human rights violations, including killings and shootings.

The CEO of Goldcorp at the time was Kevin MacArthur, who stepped down in 2008, at which
time he founded a new company — Tahoe Resources, an American/Canadian company — and
Goldcorp retained a 40% ownership of Tahoe.

The violence and repression occurring in and around Tahoe/Goldcorp’s “Escobal” mine is
normal, predictable. There has been similar repression at: Goldcorp’s “*Marlin” gold mine;
Hudbay Mineral’s “Fenix” nickel mine; and at Radius Gold/KCA's gold and silver mine. No justice
has been done in Guatemala for any of the health harms, environmental destruction and
contaminations, and other human rights violations, including kilings and shootings, occurring
regularly af the various mining operations.

ACTION NEEDED IN CANADA / USA

This relentless push for mining expansion is coming from Canada and the U.S., not from
Guatemala. All the fundamental decisions are being taken by North American companies,
investors and governments. The vaste majority of profits flow to the companies, shareholders
and investors, while all the environmental and health harms, repression and other human rights
violations occur against the local populations in Guatemala.

This relentless and harmful push to expand will only be slowed down, or curtailed when
Canadians and Americans successfully hold their governments, companies and investors to
account.

Write your own letters, and send copies of this information, to your own elected politicians (MPs,
Congresspersons, Senators) - and fo other government officials, your local media, efc. - to
remind them that this state of repression, threat and impunity are substantially our problems, and
that it simply will not end until Canadian and American politicians and officials take concrete
diplomatic, political and legal steps to put an end to the repression linked to the unwanted and
often-fimes violent expansion of Canadian and American mining company operations in
Guatemala.

... And then keep on writing your elected politicians, again and again. They work for us. They
have to respond to us.
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“GOLD FEVER”



Just released, a full length film, "Gold Fever”, that focus on extensive health harms (to human
and animal life), environmental destruction and contamination, and repression caused directly
and indirectly by Goldcorp’s “*Marlin” mine in the indigenous Mam regions of western
Guatemala. Gold Fever sets out how these mining-related harms and violations are set in the
context of the U.S.-backed military regimes that have dominated Guatemalan life since the
1954 military coup against the only really democratic government in Guatemala'’s history, and
all through the worst years of genocide in the early 1980s. (www.goldfeverthemovie.com)
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TO MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS (in Canada and the U.S.) to support grassroots
organizations and their community-defense struggles in Guatemala and Honduras, make check
payable to "Rights Action" and mail to:

UNITED STATES: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
CANADA: (Box 552) 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8

CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS can be made (in Canada and U.S.): http://www.rightsaction.org/tax-
deductible-donations

be a monthly credit card donor (Canada and U.S.)

to donate stock, contact: info@rightsaction.org
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e Geft on/off Rights Action’s listserv: www.rightsaction.org
* Follow Rights Action on facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org
e Please re-post and re-publish this information
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