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Rights Action Recently Sent Articles From The Miami Herald, 
Confirming That “Honduras Is A Disaster Zone” - 
Http://Myemail.Constantcontact.Com/Rights-Action-
Event.Html?Soid=1103480765269&Aid=8msvorj29w4. 
 
Now, The New York Times Has Published “In Honduras, A Mess 
Made In The U.S.” (See Below). 
 
Since The June 2009 Military Coup, Rights Action – And Many North 
American Organizations And Writers – Have Denounced State 
Repression And Increasing Violence In Honduras That Is Controlled 
By An Illegitimate, Military Backed Government.  Oftentimes, We 
Have Had To Directly Critique The North American Media That Has 
Distorted Or Completely Ignored The Extreme Levels Of Repression 
And Violence In Honduras. 
 
Now, It Is Widely Accepted That The Honduran Regime Has Killed 
100s Of Its Own Citizens Since The June 2009 Coup, That Honduras 
Has Become The ‘Murder Capital’ Of The World, That It Is One Of 
The ‘Journalist-Killing Capitals’ Of The World, And That It Has One Of 
The Highest Levels Of Repression Against And Killing Of Lgbt People 
In The World. 
 
This Is Not A ‘Crisis’.  State Repression, Violence, Corruption And 
Impunity For The Powerful Sectors Are The Predictable And Logical 
Result Of The Military Coup Orchestrated The Honduran Military 



And Economic Elites, A Coup That Has Been Legitimized And 
Effectively Supported By The Governments Of The Usa And 
Canada.  The International Business Community (Including Investors 
In Mining, Bananas, Tourism, Sweat-Shops, Etc.) Benefit From This 
Atrocious Situation, Ignoring The Repression, Violence And 
Impunity, Pushing Ahead With ‘Business As Usual’. 
 
Keep On Keeping On 
Keep On Sending Copies Of This Information, And Your Own 
Letters, To Canadian And American Politicians And Government 
Officials, … And To Your Local Media.  Since The June 2009 Military 
Coup, That Ousted The Democratically Elected Government Of 
President Zelaya In Honduras, The Governments Of The Usa And 
Canada Are The Governments That Have Most Supported And 
Legitimized The Post-Coup, Repressive Regimes Of Honduras.  North 
American Companies And Investors Have Increased Their Business 
Activities In Honduras Since The Coup.  In No Small Part, This 
Illegitimate, Repressive Regime Remains In Power Due To Its 
Political, Economic And Military Relations With The Usa And 
Canada. 
 
And Keep On Supporting The Honduran Pro-Democracy 
Movement, Coordinated Through The National Resistance Front, 
That Continue With Their Courageous Work And Struggle For Real 
Democracy, For Justice And For A Return To The Rule Of Law. 
 
*********************** 
 
To Support The Resistance Front: See Below 
More Information: Grahame Russell (Info@Rightsaction.Org) & 
Annie Bird (Annie@Rightsaction.Org) 
 
• Please Re-Post And Re-Publish This Information 
• Get On-Off Rights Action’s Listserv: Www.Rightsaction.Org 
• Follow Rights Action On Facebook: 

Www.Facebook.Com/Rightsaction.Org 
 



****************** 
 
In Honduras, A Mess Made In The U.S. 
By Dana Frank, Dlfrank@Ucsc.Edu, January 26, 2012 
Http://Www.Nytimes.Com/2012/01/27/Opinion/In-Honduras-A-
Mess-Helped-By-The-Us.Html 
 
It’s Time To Acknowledge The Foreign Policy Disaster That American 
Support For The Porfirio Lobo Administration In Honduras Has 
Become. Ever Since The June 28, 2009, Coup That Deposed 
Honduras’s Democratically Elected President, José Manuel Zelaya, 
The Country Has Been Descending Deeper Into A Human Rights 
And Security Abyss. That Abyss Is In Good Part The State 
Department’s Making. 
 
The Headlines Have Been Full Of Horror Stories About Honduras. 
According To The United Nations, It Now Has The World’s Highest 
Murder Rate, And San Pedro Sula, Its Second City, Is More 
Dangerous Than Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, A Center For Drug Cartel 
Violence. 
 
Much Of The Press In The United States Has Attributed This Violence 
Solely To Drug Trafficking And Gangs. But The Coup Was What 
Threw Open The Doors To A Huge Increase In Drug Trafficking And 
Violence, And It Unleashed A Continuing Wave Of State-
Sponsored Repression. 
 
The Current Government Of President Lobo Won Power In A 
November 2009 Election Managed By The Same Figures Who Had 
Initiated The Coup. Most Opposition Candidates Withdrew In 
Protest, And All Major International Observers Boycotted The 
Election, Except For The National Democratic Institute And The 
International Republican Institute, Which Are Financed By The 
United States. 
 
President Obama Quickly Recognized Mr. Lobo’s Victory, Even 
When Most Of Latin America Would Not. Mr. Lobo’s Government Is, 



In Fact, A Child Of The Coup. It Retains Most Of The Military Figures 
Who Perpetrated The Coup, And No One Has Gone To Jail For 
Starting It. 
 
This Chain Of Events — A Coup That The United States Didn’t Stop, 
A Fraudulent Election That It Accepted — Has Now Allowed 
Corruption To Mushroom. The Judicial System Hardly Functions. 
Impunity Reigns. At Least 34 Members Of The Opposition Have 
Disappeared Or Been Killed, And More Than 300 People Have 
Been Killed By State Security Forces Since The Coup, According To 
The Leading Human Rights Organization Cofadeh. At Least 13 
Journalists Have Been Killed Since Mr. Lobo Took Office, According 
To The Committee To Protect Journalists. 
 
The Police In Tegucigalpa, The Capital, Are Believed To Have Killed 
The Son Of Julieta Castellanos, The Rector Of The Country’s Biggest 
University, Along With A Friend Of His, On Oct. 22, 2011. Top Police 
Officials Quickly Admitted Their Suspects Were Police Officers, But 
Failed To Immediately Detain Them. When Prominent Figures Came 
Forward To Charge That The Police Are Riddled With Death Squads 
And Drug Traffickers, The Most Famous Accuser Was A Former 
Police Commissioner, Alfredo Landaverde. He Was Assassinated 
On Dec. 7. Only Now Has The Government Begun To Make 
Significant Arrests Of Police Officers. 
 
State-Sponsored Repression Continues. According To Cofadeh, At 
Least 43 Campesino Activists Participating In Land Struggles In The 
Aguán Valley Have Been Killed In The Past Two And A Half Years At 
The Hands Of The Police, The Military And The Private Security Army 
Of Miguel Facussé. Mr. Facussé Is Mentioned In United States 
Embassy Cables Made Public By Wikileaks As The Richest Man In 
The Country, A Big Supporter Of The Post-Coup Regime And Owner 
Of Land Used To Transfer Cocaine. And Yet, In Early October, Mr. 
Obama Praised Mr. Lobo At The White House For Leadership In A 
“Restoration Of Democratic Practices.” 
 



Since The Coup The United States Has Maintained And In Some 
Areas Increased Military And Police Financing For Honduras And 
Has Been Enlarging Its Military Bases There, According To An 
Analysis By The Fellowship Of Reconciliation. 
 
Congress, Though, Has Finally Begun To Push Back. Last May, 87 
Members Signed A Letter To Secretary Of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton Calling For A Suspension Of Military And Police Aid To 
Honduras. Representative Howard L. Berman Of California, The 
Ranking Democrat On The House Foreign Affairs Committee, Wrote 
To Her On Nov. 28, Asking Whether The United States Was Arming A 
Dangerous Regime. And In December, Senator Patrick J. Leahy, 
Democrat Of Vermont, And Others Obtained Conditions On A 
Small Portion Of The 2012 Police And Military Aid Appropriated For 
Honduras. 
 
Why Has The State Department Thrown Itself Behind The Lobo 
Administration Despite Brutal Evidence Of The Regime’s 
Corruption? In Part Because It Has Caved In To The Cuban-
American Constituency Of Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, The 
Republican Chairwoman Of The House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
And Her Allies. They Have Been Ferocious About Honduras As A First 
Domino With Which To Push Back Against The Line Of Center-Left 
And Leftist Governments That Have Won Elections In Latin America 
In The Past 15 Years. With Its American Air Base, Honduras Is Also 
Crucial To The United States’ Military Strategy In Latin America. 
 
As Honduras Plunges Into A Tragic Abyss, It’s Time To Finally Cut Off 
All Police And Military Aid. “Stop Feeding The Beast” Is The Way Ms. 
Castellanos, The Academician Whose Son Was Killed, Puts It. She, 
Like Other Human Rights Advocates, Insists That The Lobo 
Government Cannot Reform Itself. 
 
The State Department Is Beginning To Help Address The Situation 
Behind The Scenes. But Honduran Human-Rights Activists, Along 
With Many Of Us In The United States Who Care About Honduras, 
Do Not Believe That This Administration Can, Or Should, Manage A 



Cleanup Of The Very Cesspool It Helped To Create By Supporting A 
Government That Owes Its Power To A Coup. 
 
Instead, We Need To Respect Proposals For Alternative 
Approaches That Honduran Human-Rights Advocates And The 
Opposition Are Beginning To Formulate. These Come From People 
Who Are Still Fighting Against The Coup And Who Continue To Risk 
Paying The Price Of Being Shot Dead By State Security Forces. 
 
They, Not The State Department, Have The Right To Lead Their 
Country Forward. 
 
[Dana Frank, A Professor Of History At The University Of California, 
Santa Cruz, Is At Work On A Book About The A.F.L.-C.I.O.’S Cold-
War Intervention In The Honduran Labor Movement.] 
 
********************** 
 
To Make Tax-Deductible Donations  
For Indigenous And Campesino Organizations Working For 
Community-Controlled Development, Environmental Justice, 
Human Rights & Justice In Honduras, Make Check Payable To 
"Rights Action" And Mail To: 
United States:  Box 50887, Washington Dc, 20091-0887 
Canada:  552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto On, M5a-1t8 
 
Credit-Card Donations Can Be Made (Anonymously): 
Www.Rightsaction.Org 
In Canada: 
Https://Www.Canadahelps.Org/Donationdetails.Aspx?Cookiechec
k=True 
In Usa: 
Https://Npo.Networkforgood.Org/Donate/Donate.Aspx?Nposubscr
iptionid=488 
Donations Of Stock Can Be Made (Anonymously): 
Info@Rightsaction.Org 
 



Delegation To Guatemala, March 10-17, 2012 
"Dams, Mining & African Palm Production - Versus - Community 
Development, Environmental Justice & Human Rights" 
Lead By Grahame Russell (Rights Action Co-Director). Information: 
Info@Rightsaction.Org 
 
• Speakers: Contact Us To Plan Educational Presentations In Your 

Home, Your Community, School Or University, Place Of Worship 
• Educational Delegations To Guatemala & Honduras: Form Your 

Own Group Or Join One Of Our Delegations To Learn First Hand 
About Community Development, Human Rights And 
Environmental Struggles 

• News: Www.Democracynow.Org / Http://Therealnews.Com/T2/ 
/ Www.Upsidedownworld.Org / Www.Dominionpaper.Ca 

• Books: 
o Eduardo Galeano's "Open Veins Of Latin America" 
o Howard Zinn's "A People's History Of The United States" 
o James Loewen’s “Lies My Teacher Told Me” 
o Naomi Klein's "The Shock Doctrine" 
o Paolo Freire's "Pedagogy Of The Oppressed" 
o Dr Seuss's "Horton Hears A Who" 

 
Please Re-Post And Re-Publish This Information 
Get On-Off Rights Action’s Listserv: Www.Rightsaction.Org 
Follow Rights Action On Facebook: 
Www.Facebook.Com/Rightsaction.Org 
 


