Rights Action - January 27, 2012
GUATEMALA: Former General Rios Montt must stand trial for the
crime of genocide

" ——

(Former General Efrain Rios Montt in court, Gﬁa’remolo City, January 26, 2012)

HONOR AND RESPECT

Rights Action acknowledges our honor and respect for the courageous victims’
organizations and human rights groups in Guatemala (including the Exhumation Teams
that began digging up mass graves in 1992) that have been struggling and working for
truth, memory and justice for the genocide and acts of State repression and terrorism
committed in the late 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s.

Rights Action is honored to help fund and support a number of organizations atf the
forefront of this amazing work — a decades-long struggle crucial for Guatemala’s past,
present and future. 30 years after some of the worst atrocities and genocide, this is a
small but significant step in the right direction. The struggle for fruth, memory and real
justice will continue in Guatemala, even as the likelihood of repression increases. While
one ‘genocide’ general — Rios Montt — may finally have to stand frial, another ‘genocide
general — Ofto Perez Molina, has just assumed the presidency of the country!

TO SUPPORT GUATEMALAN VICTIMS’ ORGANIZATIONS: See Below

MORE INFORMATION: Annie Bird (annie@rightsaction.org) and Grahame Russell
(info@rightsaction.org)
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EFRAIN RiIOS MONTT: GUATEMALA HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS WELCOME
GENOCIDE TRIAL

Judge rules that Guatemala's former dictator Efrain Rios Monit must face
charges of genocide and crimes against humanity

Rory Carroll, guardian.co.uk, 27 January 2012

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/27 /efrain-rios-montt-genocide-
tfrial2newsfeed=true




Human rights groups celebrated on Friday after a court in Guatemala ruled that the
former dictator Efrain Rios Montt, who presided over one of Latin America's bloodiest civil
wars, will face trial on charges of genocide and crimes against humanity.

Members of the Ixil tribe, which suffered horrific atrocities at the hands of the army, said
they had waited decades for this moment but expressed disappointment that the retired
general was placed under house arrest rather than jailed.

After a day-long hearing, Judge Carol Patricia Flores Blanco ruled on Thursday that there
was sufficient evidence linking Rios Montt to the massacre of 1,700 indigenous people
during his 17-month rule in 1982 and 1983.

The judge agreed with prosecutors who said the 85-year-old, as head of the government
at the time, should answer for the armed forces' actions. It was one of the more brutal
phases of a 36-year conflict which ended in 1996 after claiming 200,000 lives. The trial's
preliminary hearing was scheduled for March.

View a 1:43 minute news coverage:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/27/efrain-rios-montt-genocide-
trial2newsfeed=true

Eduardo de Leon, of the Rigoberta Menchu foundation, named after the Nobel peace
prize winner, fold reporters it was a historic day. '"The justice system is settling debfts it had
with indigenous people and society for grave human rights violations," he said.

Survivors' groups erected altars and shrines with candles and photos in the plaza in front
of the tribunal. "l would have done anything to see that gentleman seated in the dock,"
a peasant named only as Pedro, who lost his father during the conflict, told el Periédico.

Andrea Barrios, of the Movement of Women, said activists' patience and stubbornness
had been rewarded. Aura Elena Farfdn, of the Families of the Detained and
Disappeared of Guatemala, complained that the defendant was allowed home after
posting £40,000 bail, rather than jailed. "For us this doesn't mean anything. It's as if Rios
Montt was free," she said. "It pains us and we think the ruling is a game. It wasn't what we
expected." Others said the defendant's impeccable suit and punctuality - in fact he
arrived early - were part of a strategy to clinch house arrest.

Prosecutors said the dictator, who seized power in a coup, unleashed a campaign of
slaughter, terror and rape against Maya highland villages which were suspected of
backing leftwing guerrillas.

Human rights groups have long accused him of being among the cruellest despots
during Latin America's cold war era of US-backed counter-insurgency operations. The
Reagan administration armed and supported Rios Montt, calling him a bulwark against
communism.

During the prosecutors' presentation, the judge asked the defendant if he had any
response. In a firm voice, he said: "l prefer fo remain silent." Defence lawyers argued he
could not be held responsible for abuses because he did not determine the level of
force nor conftrol battlefield operations.



Survivors' decades-long quest for justice bore fruit last year when prosecutors opened
cases against two other retired generals. Rios Montt was immune from prosecution since
his election to congress in 2000 but his term expired earlier this month.

Meanwhile in Chile, in a further sign of the region's grappling with its authoritarian past,
the government decided to resume using the term "dictatorship” when referring fo
Augusto Pinochet's 1973-1990 rule. Late last year Sebastian Pifera's centre-right
administration caused controversy by amending the term to "military regime" in
textbooks. It backiracked after being accused of trying to veil history.
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TO MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS

for victims’ organizations and human rights groups struggling and working for fruth,
memory and justice in Guatemala, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail fo:
UNITED STATES: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887

CANADA: 552 - 351 Queen S$t. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8

CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS can be made (anonymously): www.rightsaction.org

In Canada: https://www.canadahelps.org/DonationDetails.aspx2cookieCheck=true
In USA: https://npo.networkforgood.org/Donate/Donate.aspxenpoSubscriptionld=488
DONATIONS OF STOCK can be made (anonymously): info@rightsaction.org

e Please re-post and re-publish this information
e Geft on-off Rights Action’s listserv: www.rightsaction.org
* Follow Rights Action on Facebook: www.facebook.com/RightsAction.org

MORE INFORMATION: Annie Bird (annie@rightsaction.org) and Grahame Russell
(info@rightsaction.org)




