
Rights Action – April 7, 2011 
Goldcorp Impunity Watch 
 
US MEMBER OF CONGRESS LETTER TO GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT COLOM 
CALLING FOR SUSPENSION OF GOLDCORP’S “MARLIN” MINE IN GUATEMALA 
 

“We are extremely concerned about the human rights impact of the establishment of 
large-scale industrial gold-mining operations in Guatemala.  In particular, we have serious 
concerns about the Marlin gold mine in San Miguel Ixtahuacan, operated by the Canadian 
company Goldcorp. We urge you to immediately suspend operations at the Marlin mine 
and address the ongoing human rights, health and environmental concerns of the 
indigenous communities.”(US Congress Member letter to President of Guatemala) 

 
FOR EXTENSIVE BACKGROUND INFORMATION about Goldcorp’s mining related environmental and 
health harms and other human rights violations in Guatemala, contact: info@rightsaction.org, 
www.rightsaction.org. 
 
GOLDCORP ANNUAL SHAREHOLDER MEETING (Vancouver BC, May 18, 2011) 
To get involved in Vancouver: Jason Tockman, tockman@riseup.net, 604.727.9081 
 
+ + + + + + + + + +  
 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
Washington Dc, 20515 
 
March 30, 2011 
 
President of Guatemala Alvaro Colom Caballeros 
Casa Presidencial, 6 Av “A”, 4-18, Zona 1 
Guatemala, Guatemala 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
We are extremely concerned about the human rights impact of the establishment of large-scale 
industrial gold-mining operations in Guatemala.  In particular, we have serious concerns about the 
Marlin gold mine in San Miguel Ixtahuacan, operated by the Canadian company Goldcorp. 
 
We urge you to immediately suspend operations at the Marlin mine and address the ongoing 
human rights, health and environmental concerns of the indigenous communities. 
 
As you are aware, 18 Mayan communities indigenous to the western highlands have filed petitions 
citing serious human rights, health and environmental concerns relating to the Marlin mine. Local 
indigenous communities allege that it has contaminated local water sources used for consumption 
and irrigation, and that toxic pollutants from the mine have caused serious health problems among 
community members. 
 
In May 2010, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) issued a precautionary 
measure, calling on your government to suspend operations at the mine until the human rights 
concerns of those communities had been addressed.  It is our understanding that, despite the 
Guatemalan government’s June 2010 announcement that operations at the Marlin mine would be 
suspended, this cessation was never implemented. 
 



In addition to the IACHR ruling, the International Labor Organization (ILO) also expressed concern 
about the mine.  Independent studies by the University of Michigan and E-Tech international have 
likewise cited serious concerns relating too the public health and environmental impacts of the 
project. 
 
Further, the mine has been the focal point of violence and conflict since construction began in 
2004.  In 2005, one person was killed and a dozen were injured in protests against the project.  In 
July 2010, mining opponent Diodora Hernandez was shot in the head by unknown assailants.  Large 
scale natural resource extraction projects, like the Marlin mine, have the potential to foster 
community conflicts and regional destabilization. 
 
We strongly urge you to fully implement the May 2010 IACHR ruling and your government’s 
subsequent decision to halt operations at the Marlin mine.  As supporters of fundamental human 
and worker rights, we ask you to ensure that the human rights, health and environmental concerns 
expressed by the 18 indigenous communities are fully addressed.  Finally, we hope you will work 
with other governments, corporations and civil society throughout the region to end unsustainable 
and irresponsible natural resource extraction and to promote economic activities that will more 
effectively reduce poverty and promote economic development. 
 
Thank-you for your attention and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jan Schakowsky, James P. Moran, Sam Farr, Lynn Woolsey, James P. McGovern, Pete Stark, Donald 
Payne, Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Barney Frank, John W. Olver, Hank Johnson, Michael Michaud, Grace 
F. Napolitano, Maurice Hinchey, David Wu 
 
+ + + + + + + + + +  
 
WHAT TO DO – FUNDS 
 
Since 2004, Rights Action has been funding the community development and environmental and 
human rights defense work of ADISMI (the Association for the Integral Defense of San Miguel 
Ixtahuacan) in Guatemala and the Siria Valley Enviro-Defense Committee in Honduras. 
 
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS  
Make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to: 
 
UNITED STATES:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
CANADA:  552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
 
CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: http://rightsaction.org/contributions.htm 
 
WHAT TO DO – WRITE 
 
Please send copies of this US Member of Congress letter to Canadian and American (and 
Guatemalan) politicians and government officials, calling for the suspension of the “Marlin” mine, 
as ordered by the IACHR (Inter-American Commission of Human Rights). 
 
Goldcorp – like most North American resource extraction companies around the world – operates 
with the full support of North American governments.  Please send copies to pension funds across 
North America – like the Canada Pension Plan – that are invested in Goldcorp Inc, and most North 



American resource extraction companies around the world, with little apparent real concern for 
environmental, health or human rights concerns. 
 
ADDRESSES 
 
US GOV'T OFFICES AND POLITICIANS 
 
WHITE HOUSE: http://www.whitehouse.gov/CONTACT/, 202-456-1111, Comment Line: 202-456-1414 
CONGRESS: Go to http://www.house.gov/ to get info for your Member of Congress, and call:  202-
224-3121 
SENATE: Go to http://www.senate.gov/ to get contact for your Senator, and call: 202-224-3121 
STATE DEPARTMENT - Office of Western Hemisphere Affairs: 202 647-0834, WHAAsstSecty@State.Gov 
AMBASSADOR CRAIG KELLY, Principal Deputy Asst. Secretary, Western Office of Hemisphere Affairs: 
KellyC@state.gov 
MARIA OTERO, Under Secretary for Democracy and Global Affairs; c/o Laura Pena, Assistant: 
PenaL@state.gov 
DR. ARTURO VALENZUELA: ValenzuelaAA@state.gov 
PAUL MONTEIRO, Office of Public Engagement, Darron_P._Monteiro@who.eop.gov 
AMBASSADOR to the OAS, H.E. Carmen Lomellin, t: (202) 647-9430  
US EMBASSSY IN GUATEMALA: AmCitsGuatemala@state.gov 
 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
 
CONTACT YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT: 
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/MemberByPostalCode.aspx?Me
nu=HOC 
 
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA David Johnston 
Rideau Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A1 
info@gg.ca, (613) 993-8200, 800 465-6890 
Duncan Mousseau, Director of Policy, Planning and Correspondence 
Office of the Secretary to the Governor General 
DMousseau@GG.CA 
 
PRIME MINISTER Stephen Harper 
harpes@parl.gc.ca 
 
Minister of International Cooperation Bev Oda 
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6 
Oda.B@parl.gc.ca 
 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Lawrence Cannon 
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6 
cannol@parl.gc.ca 
 
Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) Peter Kent 
125 Sussex Dr, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0G2 
(613) 992-0253, kent.p@parl.gc.ca 
 
Gilles Duceppe, leader, Bloc Quebecois 
1200 Papineau Av, #350, Montreal, QC, H2K-4R5 
ducepg@parl.gc.ca 



 
Jack Layton, leader, New Democratic Party 
221 Broadview Ave, Suite 100, Toronto, ON, MM-2G3 
laytoj@parl.gc.ca 
 
Elizabeth May, leader, Green Party 
Saanich Gulf Islands EDA, Box 20076, Sidney, BC, V8L-5C9 
emaytowin@greenparty.ca 
 
Michael Ignatieff, leader, Liberal Party 
656 The Queensway, Etobicoke, ON, M8Y-1K7 
ignatm@parl.gc.ca 
 
Bob Rae, Liberal, Foreign Affairs Critic 
(613) 992-5234, RaeB@parl.gc.ca 
 
Francine Lalonde, Bloc Quebecois, Foreign Affairs Critic 
(613) 995-6327, LalonF@parl.gc.ca 
 
Paul Dewar, NDP, Foreign Affairs Critic 
1306 Wellington St. W, Ottawa, ON, K1Y-3B2 
dewarp@parl.gc.ca, 613-946-8682 
 
Larry Bagnell, Liberal 
bagnell.l@parl.gc.ca 
 
Stockwell Day, Conservative 
days@parl.gc.ca, 613-995-1702 
 
Peter Julian, NDP International Trade Critic 
Rm 178, Confederation Bldg., Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6 
Julian.P@parl.gc.ca 
 
John McKay, Liberal, Scarborough-Guildwood 
(613) 992-1447, MckayJ@parl.gc.ca, 613-947-4609 
Claire Lehan, Legislative Assistant 
(613) 992-6512, McKayJ8@parl.gc.ca 
549-D Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6 
 
Kevin Sorenson, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development, Room 518, 
Justice Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A6 
(613) 947-4608, SorenK@parl.gc.ca, 613-992-2971 
 
Dean Allison, Foreign Affairs Committee Chairperson 
4994 King Street, Beamsville, ON, L0R-1B0 
allison.d@parl.gc.ca, 905-995-2772 
 
Marketa Evans, Global corporate responsibility commissioner 
Marketa.Evans@international.gc.ca 
 
CANADIAN Embassy in Guatemala 
Ambassador Leeann McKechnie 



Karin Reinecke, Assistant to the Ambassador 
karin.reinecke@international.gc.ca 
Jennifer Chacon 
jennifer.chacon@international.gc.ca 
13 Calle 8-44 Zone 10, Edificio Edyma Plaza, Ciudad de Guatemala 
(502) 2363-4348, 2365-1201, gtmla@international.gc.ca 
evelyne.coulombe@international.gc.ca 
 
AMBASSADOR, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE OAS 
H.E. Allan Culham 
wshdc-prmoas@international.gc.ca 
t: (202) 682-1768 
 
+ + + + + + + + + +   
 
Please forward this information and re-post 
To get on/off Rights Action’s listserv: www.rightsaction.org 
 
FOR QUESTIONS & INFORMATION about Goldcorp’s mining related environmental and health 
harms and other human rights violations in Guatemala & Honduras, contact: info@rightsaction.org. 
 


