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(Juan Chinchilla, a journalist & leader of MUCA (Unified Campesino 
Movement of Aguan)) 
 
Campesinos Rising: A Peasant Organizer Is Kidnapped And 
Tortured, As His Movement Continues To Occupy Land Claimed By 
Corporations 
By Jeremy Kryt, February 18, 2011, 
www.inthesetimes.com/main/article/6946/ 
 
TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS--As he rode his motorcycle home 
through the Aguán Valley of Honduras on the night of January 8, 
2011, Juan Chinchilla noticed he was being followed. As the car 
closed in, Chinchilla, a 25-year-old organizer for the Unified 
Campesino Movement of Aguán (MUCA), used his cell phone to 
call local MUCA members for help. But when his friends arrived on 
the scene a few minutes later, they found only his bullet-ridden 
motorcycle overturned in the weeds. 
 
That night, Chinchilla was taken to a remote storage shed by 
hooded and armed men, some of whom wore the uniforms of 
Grupo Dinant, one of the largest agro-businesses in the country. 
After a day of being tortured and questioned about campesino 
(peasant) groups and their leaders, a disfigured and traumatized 
Chinchilla escaped while being moved to another site by throwing 
himself down a hillside in the dark. 



 
"The oligarchs hope to terrorize [the campesinos] and drive them 
from the land," says Chinchilla, who remains in hiding and spoke to 
In These Times by cell phone from an undisclosed location in 
Honduras. "But we will fight for our land [and] our rights, without 
arms, and in peace." 
 
Rafael Alegria, director of Via Campesina, an umbrella group for 
peasant labor rights that includes MUCA, agrees that Chinchilla's 
kidnapping -- which was also corroborated by the U.S. State 
Department -- was intended to send a message. "[T]hey burnt his 
hair and arms [with a blowtorch], because they want to shut him 
up," says Alegria. "The empresarios [landowners] were hoping to 
scare the campesinos. But we don't scare easily." 
 
Former President Manuel Zelaya had sought to help the tens of 
thousands of impoverished campesino families throughout 
Honduras by enacting land reform laws, but in June 2009 he was 
ousted in a military coup supported by the country's traditional 
elites. "[The coup] made it easy for the right-wing oligarchs...to take 
what they wish with impunity," says Alegria. 
 
After the coup, fearing their newly-designated lands would be 
forfeited to the corporate interests that had backed the takeover 
of the government, tens of thousands of campesinos rose up to 
peacefully occupy the acres Zelaya and the Honduran Congress 
had legally granted them in April 2008. 
 
The results have been grim. During the last year, 35 peasants from 
the Aguán region have been killed by paramilitaries and private 
security contractors working for corporations like Grupo Dinant, say 
peasant groups. Meanwhile, living conditions among campesinos 
continue to deteriorate. 
 
"Our families are starving," says Blanca Espinoza, who had come to 
the capital of Tegucigalpa on January 20 as part of a MUCA 
delegation intended to draw international attention to the plight of 



the peasants. "We need land and seeds to cultivate," Espinoza 
says. The average income for a family in Aguán, she says, is less 
than $37 per month. 
 
The campesinos' grassroots demonstrations -- in which thousands of 
peasants moved onto the disputed land and began planting 
crops and building huts -- has led directly to friction with Grupo 
Dinant, which controls 42,000 acres in the Aguán Valley and is 
owned by Miguel Facussé, one of the richest men in Honduras. 
 
Last year, the World Bank gave Facussé a loan of $30 million to 
grow African palms in Aguán. But the land Dinant planned to use 
for the new plantations was occupied by the peasants. 
 
On November 15, five peasants were killed by Facussé's security 
contractors near a palm plantation in Aguán. (Grupo Dinant and 
Miguel Facussé declined to be interviewed for this article.) A few 
weeks after that shooting, President Porfirio Lobo -- a wealthy 
landowner who backed the coup against Zelaya -- sent soldiers 
and police to occupy the Aguán Valley, ostensibly to look for 
weapons among the campesinos. According to government 
reports, no arms have been found. 
 
So far, the coup-installed government has sided with the corporate 
powers. No investigations have been made into the November 
killings, and on January 18, 2011, the Honduran Supreme Court 
ruled that Decree 18-2008 and the land reforms sponsored by 
Zelaya and the Honduran Congress were unconstitutional." The 
plaintiff in the case was The National Federation of Farmers and 
Ranchers of Honduras (FENAGH), a group thought to have close 
ties to Miguel Facussé and Grupo Dinant. 
 
"FENAGH does not want the state giving away public lands for 
free," Marvin Ponce, vice president of the Congress, told In These 
Times. "They feel that if the campesinos want land, then they must 
pay for it." 
 



According to Ponce, the 2008 reforms had called for more than 
148,000 acres to be distributed. Now, says Ponce, all that land is in 
limbo. "[The ruling] could very well lead to more violence, even an 
open agrarian conflict...," Ponce says. "This [land dispute] has been 
going on for more than thirty years," he adds. "It doesn't look like it 
will end anytime soon." 
 
Chinchilla agrees, insisting that the campesinos have no intention 
of surrendering their rights. "They can torture us, shoot us, starve us," 
he says. "But we will never give up our dreams, our dignity, or our 
land." 
 
[Jeremy Kryt (jkryt@aol.com) is a graduate of the Indiana University 
School of Journalism and the University of Iowa Writers’ Workshop. 
He has been reporting from Honduras since August 2009, and his 
coverage of the crisis there has appeared, or is forthcoming, in The 
Earth Island Journal, Huffington Post, Alternet and The Narco News 
Bulletin, among other publications.] 
 
 
* * *  
 
ILLEGITIMATE REGIME 
Since the June 2009 military coup, State repression has increased 
drastically, in Honduras.  For this on-going situation of systematic 
State repression, RA holds the governments of the US and Canada 
partially responsible.  In all of the Americas, most governments do 
not recognize the legitimacy of the post-military coup regime, that 
has not been allowed back into the OAS (Organization of 
American States).  Yet, the United States and Canada “recognize” 
the military-backed regime of Honduras, and are pursuing full 
economic, political and military relations with this regime. 
 
WHAT TO DO: 
 
EDUCATIONAL DELEGATIONS 
 



• TO HONDURAS (MARCH 19-27):  "HONDURAN PEOPLE'S PRO-
DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT, in resistance to the post-military 
coup regime".  CONTACT: Karen Spring (spring.kj@gmail.com) 

• TO GUATEMALA (APRIL 17-23):  "INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & HUMAN RIGHTS * 
versus * MINING COMPANIES & IMPUNITY".  CONTACT: 
Grahame Russell (info@rightsaction.org, 860-352-2448) 

• TO HONDURAS (MAY 14-22):  "HONDURAN PEOPLE'S PRO-
DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT, in resistance to the post-military 
coup regime".  CONTACT: Karen Spring (spring.kj@gmail.com) 

• TO HONDURAS (JUNE 28 - JULY 5):  The Alliance for Global 
Justice is organizing a delegation to Honduras.  We'll be 
hosted by the FNRP and led on the ground by Rights Action's 
Karen Spring.  CONTACT: AFGJ@AFGJ.org, 202-544-9355 x1 

 
SPEAKING TOURS 
 

• IN USA (MARCH-APRIL 2011):  "FROM CONQUEST TO COUP - 
INDIGENOUS & AFRODESCENDENT PEOPLES IN HONDURAS: 
519 Years in Resistance to the Conquest, 580 Days (as of 
January 21, 2011) in Resistance to the Military Coup".  Rights 
Action announces two speaking tours of representatives from 
Honduran Indigenous and Afro-descendent (Garifuna) 
organizations - Ofraneh & Copinh.  CONTACT: Annie Bird 
(annie@rightsaction.org, 202-783-1123) 

 
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS 
To make a tax-deductible donation for humanitarian relief work in 
these campesino communities affected by poverty and repression 
in Honduras, make check payable to "Rights Action" and mail to: 
 
UNITED STATES:  Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887 
CANADA:  552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8 
 
CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: 
http://rightsaction.org/contributions.htm; or go to: 



www.rightsaction.org.  (Credit card donations can be done 
anonymously) 
FOR DONATION OF STOCK:  contact info@rightsaction.org.  (Stock 
donations can be done anonymously – have your stockbroker 
contact info@rightsaction.org) 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, ENGLISH & ESPANOL 
 
Karen Spring, Rights Action, in Tegucigalpa, spring.kj@gmail.com 
Annie Bird, Washington DC, 202-680-3002, annie@rightsaction.org 
Grahame Russell, Connecticut, 860-352-2448, info@rightsaction.org 
 
*** Please re-post and distribute this information *** 
 


