September 10, 2010

MILITARY COUPS, MINING & CANADIAN INVOLVEMENT

BELOW:
* Arficle, with photos, by Karen Spring, in Honduras (& Grahame Russell)
e Contactinfo: Cdn gov't and officials

To support & get involved: see below

e Join our listserv: http://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jspem=1103480765269
¢ Please redistribute this information

Thank-you.

Annie Bird, annie@rightsaction.org; Grahame Russell, info@rightsaction.org; Karen Spring,
spring.kji@gmail.com
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MILITARY COUPS, MINING & CANADIAN INVOLVEMENT
By Karen Spring (with Grahame Russell), September 2010

Since the June 28, 2009, military coup in Honduras, Rights Action has supported and
worked with the Honduran people’s pro-democracy, anfi-coup regime movement. This
widespread people’s movement is unique in Honduran history and is one more inspiring
‘struggle of the Americas’, as people work o end the impunity of and exploitation by
minority elites, and to re-found their nations and societies by establishing real democracy
and rule of law from below.

Since military ouster of the government of President Zelaya, and 15 months a widespread
repression, we have also denounced how and why the governments of the USA and
Canada have been the main supporters and backers of the coup itself and, since then,
the post-coup regime of “President” Pepe Lobo.

A direct way of understanding why Canada has thrown democracy and human rights
down the toilet is fo view Honduras through the lens of Canadian mining interests.

C.E.O. OF AURA MINERALS Inc. VISITS HONDURAS WITH CANADIAN AMBASSADOR

In April 2010, Rights Action reported that the President of Aura Minerals Inc, Patrick
Downey, and other mining and corporate investors accompanied Canadian
Ambassador Neil Reeder on an official government visit to Honduras in February 2010, to
‘encourage’ the Honduran government fo approve a new mining law that favours the
interests of mining companies
(http://www.rightsaction.org/Alerts/Good_investment_040810.html).

Canada is proceeding with “business as usual” in Honduras, even as Canadian
government officials and politicians receive — from Rights Action and many other groups



- a steady stream of reports on on-going State-sponsored repression in Honduras.
Repression is being widely used to keep in place an undemocratic regime and an unjust
economic model that favours global investors and corporate interests, such as the
mining industry.

In August, Karen Spring visited the “San Andres Mine” in Honduras owned by Aura
Minerals. Standing at the edge of a huge 250 meter-deep crater left behind by 3
Canadian mining companies, one gets a glimpse of the serious harms and destruction
that the San Andres Mine has caused, and continues to cause in the municipality of La
Unién, department of Santa Rosa de Copan, Honduras.
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(All photos: Karen Spring)

Since the mid-1990s, the San Andres Mine has passed hands 3 times, from Greenstone
Resources to Yamana Gold and finally to Aura Minerals Inc. in August 2009. The CPP
(Canada Pension Plan) is an investor in both Yamana Gold and Aura Minerales
(http://www.cppib.ca/files/PDF/g4_10_cdn_re_holdings.pdf).

The mining-harmed communities of the La Union municipality claim that along with
selling the mine from one company to another, the companies pass the problems along
that they created, in order to avoid being held criminally and/or civilly accountable.



Harms and violations documented over the years include: environmental contamination
from cyanide spills and related health harms, forced relocations, unfulfiled promises to
the communities, disappearing villages and on-going social fensions between
community members.

GHOST VILLAGES
In the region around the mine, four communities are directly affected by Aura Minerals
operations.

The property line of the community of San Miguel lies 125 meters from the sprinklers that
spray cyanide solution onto the rock. Less than 125 metres from San Miguel homes, a
sprinkler system sprays cyanide solution over crushed rock, the leaching process by which
the gold is separated from the rock.

Although roughly 40 houses are still inhabited in San Miguel, the community looks like a
ghost town where several run-down and destroyed houses show the slow disappearance
of a once fully inhabited community.



It is believed that instead of relocating and compensating the people of San Miguel, first
Greenstone Resources, then Yamana Gold decided to slowly buy the houses forcing the
people fo relocate, in hopes of saving money.

DESTROYING MEMORIES AND HISTORY

The members of the community of San Andres that were relocated by Greenstone
Resources in 1994 are still awaiting land seftlements and compensation that was
promised to them as a condition of their relocation. Their legitimate claims continue to
be pushed aside by Aura Minerals.

During the relocation from the ‘Old’ San Andres to the ‘New’ San Andres, the community
was forced to leave behind their deceased love ones in a cemetery that is still being
used by the nearby community of Azacualpa.

This cemetery, the resting place of hundreds of years of family and community history, is
now under threat by Aura Minerals that wants to destroy the cemetery in order to access
the gold and silver buried in the mountain where the community’s family and loved ones
are laid fo rest.



When visiting the cemetery with community members from the ‘New’ San Andres, one
elderly woman pointed to an unmarked spot on the ground and fold me that her
grandson was buried there. She also mentioned that people sfill visit their loved ones
there frequently, which was obvious from the presence of fresh flowers on some of the
gravesites.

Reports from the same community say that the company has already entered the
cemetery to remove gravestones and markers, which act as a hindrance to the
company'’'s desire to expand.

CONTAMINATION REMINISCENT OF GOLDCORP's MINE

The San Andres mine consists of 5 cyanide treatment ponds and one so-called “over-
flow” pond. It is obvious what is held in these freatment ponds as one gets close and
unwillingly sucks in the smell of strong toxic chemicals or cyanide solution used to
separate the gold from the rock.



All 6 ponds are dangerously located by the banks of the Lara River which runs into the
larger Higuito River that provides water for the city of Santa Rosa de Copan, some 47
kilometers from the mining operations.

Similar to Goldcorp’s practices at the “San Martin” mine in Siria Valley, pipes submerged
in the cyanide solution run from the pond, under the dirt road that separates them and
appear on the downhill banks leading to the Lara River. But their on-going discharges
intfo the river are not the only chemical dumping that occurs.

On two occasions, cyanide spills have occurred in the San Andres Mine. One in January
2003, under Greenstone Resources and second in March 2009, months before Yamana
Gold sold their operation to Aura Minerals Inc.

In both spills, community members founds thousands of dead fish, killed from the toxic
chemicals which will remain in the water and land years after the mine shuts down.

A CANADIAN PROBLEM

Given the utter lack of democracy and rule of law in Honduras and the widespread
repression and corruption, it is not surprising that communities harmed by mining — Aura
Mineral’s San Andres mine, Goldcorp’s San Martin mine — have no recourse in their own
counfry, beyond very risky community organizing, education and denunciation work that
Rights Action, and other international solidarity and human rights groups, are doing our
best to support.

Yet, if pressure is not brought to bear in Canada on government policy makers, investors
(such as the CPP), and company shareholders, then Canadian mining companies will
continue to operate their profitable and harmful mines with impunity.
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WHAT TO DO? (info@rightsaction.org, www.rightsaction.org)

FALL 2010 SPEAKERS:
Contact us to plan educational presentations in your community, school, place of
worship, home, about the fireless and courageous Honduras pro-democracy movement.

EDUCATIONAL DELEGATIONS TO CENTRAL AMERICA:
Form your own group and/ or join one of our educational delegation-seminars fo learn
first hand about community development, human rights and environmental struggles.

TO MAKE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS ...
for community based groups in the pro-democracy movement, make check payable to
"Rights Action" and mail to:

UNITED STATES: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887
CANADA: 552 - 351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8

CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: http://rightsaction.org/contributions.htm
STOCK DONATIONS: info@rightsaction.org

Rights Action is a not-for-profit organization ...

with tax charitable status in the USA and Canada. Since 1995, Rights Action has been
funding and working to eliminate poverty and the underlying causes of poverty. Rights
Action funds and works with community-based development, environmental, disaster
relief and human rights projects and organizations in Guatemala and Honduras, as well
as in Chiapas [Mexico], El Salvador and Haiti. Rights Action educates about and is
involved in other work aimed at critically understanding unjust north-south relations and
global development, environmental and human rights issues and the challenges of
poverty eradication.

& ... DON'T STOP WRITING TO YOUR OWN POLITICIANS & GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

Governor General of Canada Michaélle Jean

Rideau Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON, K1A-0A1

info@gg.ca, (613) 993-8200, 800 465-6890

Duncan Mousseau, Director, Policy, Planning and Correspondence
Office of the Secretary to the Governor General
DMousseau@GG.CA

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, harpes@parl.gc.ca

Minister of Foreign Affairs Lawrence Cannon
509-S Centre Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6
cannol@parl.gc.ca

Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) Peter Kent
125 Sussex Dr, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0G2

(613) 992-0253, kent.p@parl.gc.ca

Gilles Duceppe, leader, Bloc Quebecois

1200 Papineau Av, #350, Montreal, QC, H2K 4R5
ducepg@parl.gc.ca




Jack Layton, leader, New Democratic Party

221 Broadview Ave, Suite 100, Toronto, ON, MM 2G3
laytoj@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May, leader, Green Party

Saanich Gulf Islands EDA, PO Box 20076, Sidney, BC, V8L 5C9
emaytowin@greenparty.ca

Michael Ignatieff, leader, Liberal Party

656 The Queensway, Etobicoke, ON, M8Y 1K7
ignatm@parl.gc.ca

Mr. Peter Julian & Mr. Henri Sader, NDP International Trade Critic, Rm 178, Confederation
Bldg., Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

julian.p@parl.gc.ca

John McKay, liberal, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International
Development

(613) 992-1447, MckayJ@parl.gc.ca, 613-947-4609

Kevin Sorenson, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development,
Room 518, Justice Building, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

(613) 947-4608, SorenK@parl.gc.ca, 613-992-2971

Mr. Dean Allison, Foreign Affairs Committee Chairperson, 4994 King Street, Beamsville,
Ontario, LOR 1B0

allison.d@parl.gc.ca, 905-995-2772

CONTACT YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:
http://www?2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/House OfCommons/MemberByPostalCod
e.aspxeMenu=HOC

CANADIAN Embassy in Costa Rica

(responsible for Honduras, as well)

Ambassador Neil Reeder

(506) 2242-4400, (506) 2242-4411 — Political, sicra@international.gc.ca
Honduras Office of the Canadian Embassy

Centro Financiero Banexpo - Tercer Piso

Boulevard San Juan Bosco, Colonia Payaqui

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

(504) 232-4551; tglpa@international.gc.ca
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