Rights Action
HONDURAS COUP ALERT #18 - July 7, 2009

HOSTILITY TO THE MILITARY COUP IN HONDURAS IS INCREASING. SO IS THE
HARPER GOVERNMENT'S ISOLATION ON THE ISSUE

(By Yves Engler, yvesengler@hotmail.com)

FOR INFORMATION DIRECTLY FROM HONDURAS, CONTACT: Grahame
Russell (Rights Action co-director): info@rightsaction.org, 011-504-9630-
9507 & 9507-3835

BELOW: another article about how Canada is not insisting, as international
law requires, a return to democracy and the rule of law in Honduras

This equivocal position of the Canadian government must be
rejected. There is and can be no justification for the Honduran military
coup, militarization of the country and growing repression — including
soldiers opening fire, this past Sunday, with M-16 machines guns on
unarmed Hondurans, killing at least 2, perhaps 4, and wounding many
more.

Of course there were problems in the country; of course President Zelaya
had differences of opinion with many sectors. Many sectors that are
demanding his return today never voted for him and disagree with his
policies. But these are separate issues.

WHAT TO DO: see below. Please re-distribute this information alll
around. To get on/ off Rights Action's email list:
http://www.rightsaction.org/lists/2p=subscribe&id=3/
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HOSTILITY TO THE MILITARY COUP IN HONDURAS IS INCREASING. SO IS THE
HARPER GOVERNMENT'S ISOLATION ON THE ISSUE (By Yves Engler,
yvesengler@hotmail.com)

At Saturday's special meeting of the Organization of American States
(OAS) Canada's minister for the Americas, Peter Kent, recommended that
ousted President Manuel Zelaya delay his planned return to the country.
Kent said the “time is not right” prompting Zelaya to respond dryly: *“I
could delay until January 27 [2010]” when his term ends. Kent added that
it was important to take info account the context in which the military
overthrew Zelaya, particularly whether he had violated the Constitution.



Along with three Latin American heads of states, Zelaya tried to return to
Honduras on Sunday. But the military blocked his plane from landing and
kept a 100,000 plus supporters at bay. In doing so the military killed two
protesters and wounded at least 30. On CTV Kent blamed Zelaya for the
violence.

This was Kent's most recent attack against Zelaya. In June Kent criticized
Zelaya's plan for a non-binding public poll on whether to hold
consultations to reopen the constitution. "We have concerns with the
government of Honduras," he said a couple of weeks ago. "There are
elections coming up this year and we are watching very carefully the
behaviour of the government and what seems to be an attempt to
amend the constitution to allow consecutive presidencies."”

With political tensions increasing in Honduras, two days before the coup
the OAS passed a resolution supporting democracy and the rule of law in
that country. Ottawa's representative to the OAS remained silent on the
issue.

Foreign Affairs took a similar position in the hours after Zelaya was
kidnapped by the military. Eight hours after Zelaya's ouster last Sunday
morning a Foreign Affairs spokesperson told Notimex that Canada had
"'no comment" regarding the coup. It was not until late in the evening,
after basically every country in the hemisphere denounced the coup, that
Ottawa finally did so.

Canada, reports Notimex, is the only country in the hemisphere that did
not explicitly call for Zelaya's return to power. Unlike the World Bank and
others, Ottawa has not announced plans to suspend aid to Honduras,
which is the largest recipient of Canadian assistance in Central America.
Nor has Ottawa mentioned that it will exclude the Honduran military from
its Military Training Assistance Programme.

Ottawa's hostility towards Zelaya is likely motivated by particular
corporate interests and his support for the social fransformation taking
place across Latin America.

From 1996-2006 Canadian companies were the second-biggest investors
in the Central American country.

It is unlikely that Zelaya won brownie points from the large Canadian
mining sector - including Breakwater Resources, Yamana Gold and
Goldcorp that are active in Honduras - when he announced that no new
mining concessions would be granted.



Likewise, Zelaya's move earlier this year to raise the minimum wage by 60%
could not have gone down well with the world's biggest blank T-shirt
maker, Montréal-based Gildan. Employing thousands of Hondurans at
low wages Gildan produces about half of its garments in the country.

While the political instability in Honduras initially hit the company's stock
price, a Desjardins Securities analyst Martin Landry noted that in the long
term the coup could help Gildan if it leads to a more pro-business
government.

More broadly, the Harper government opposes Zelaya's gravitation
towards the governments in the region leading the push towards a more
united Latin America. A year ago Honduras joined the Hugo Chavez led
Alba, the Bolivarian Alliance for the People of Our Americas, which is a
fast growing response to North American capitalist domination of the
region.

Two years ago Harper toured South America to help stunt the region's
recent rejection of neoliberalism and U.S dependence. “To show that
Canada functions and that it can be a better model than Venezuelq,” in
the words of a high-level Foreign Affairs official. During the trip, Harper and
his entourage made a number of comments critical of the Venezuelan
government. In a coded reference to Chavez, Harper discussed a "Latin
American dictator."

Demonizing Chavez is part of Ottawa's attempt to block the leftward shift
in the region. Supporting the coup in Honduras is part of the same plan.

(Yves Engler is author of The Black Book of Canadian Foreign Policy)
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FUNDS ARE NEEDED FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN HONDURAS

Rights Action staff are in Honduras working with the pro-

democracy sectors. We are already providing emergency relief funds a
number of community development, camepsino, indigenous and human
rights organizations for: food and shelter, transportation and
communication costs, urgent action outreach and human rights
accompaniment work.

Make tax deductible donations to Rights Action and mail to:
UNITED STATES: Box 50887, Washington DC, 20091-0887



CANADA: 552-351 Queen St. E, Toronto ON, M5A-1T8
CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS: http://rightsaction.org/conftributions.htm

AMERICANS AND CANADIANS SHOULD CONTACT YOUR OWN MEDIA,
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, SENATORS & MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, TO
DEMAND:

+ unequivocal denunciation of the military coup

« no recognition of this military coup and the ‘de facto’ government
of Roberto Michelletti and the unconditional return of the
constitutional government

« increasing economic and military sanctions against the coup
regime

« respect for safety and human rights of all Hondurans

« justice and reparations for the illegal actions and rights violations
committed during this illegal coup



