
Dear friends,
 
We write in response to a large number and wide range of responses to the April Fools day “media release”. 
(Below, we include again the “release”)
 
We are glad it brought a smile to some.  We apologize to those people who are upset that we did this.  Below,
we include a sampling of responses.
 
While the “release” was a joke, of sorts – fabricated for April Fool’s day – it was not written in jest.  It was not a
light-hearted, casual endeavour.  We wrote it and distributed it in great seriousness.
 
The real joke in all of this, a bad joke, is on the people, communities and environment in places like the Siria
Valley (Honduras) and San Miguel Ixtahuacan and Sipakapa (Guatemala).  The real, bad joke is on people,
communities and the environment in countless places across the globe who suffer environmental harms, who
suffer the destruction of their local economies, who suffer a wide range of human rights violations (individual and
collective) caused by a wide range of “development” projects (not just mining, but also hydro-electric dams,
sweat shop industries, textiles, footwear, food production, tourism, etc) that are fundamentally exploitative and
harmful, unequal and unjust in overlapping and complex ways.
 
The flip side of this bad joke is that the beneficiaries are the global company owners, shareholders and investors;
are the consumers of all these products that are produced in such unjust, environmentally harmful ways; are the
governments that promote (and sometimes use repression and military force to keep in place) this relentlessly
unequal and unjust global “development” model.
 
Perhaps the comment from the “release” that got the most attention was: “Expressing contrition for earning so
much money at the expense of other people's alleged suffering and environmental harms, Telfer and MacArthur
claimed it is not an issue particular to Goldcorp Inc., but rather that the global economic model that is at fault. 
They pointed out that for years they have been managing their global mining empire according to the laws and
rules as they exist, and that they now suspect "it is the very laws and rules that are unjust and unfair."
 
We believe this is the main point.  From our work in Honduras and Guatemala, we believe Goldcorp is knowingly
involved in a range of wrong-doing and we wish there were a political and legal system of enforceable
accountability somewhere (any where, from the local to the global levels) that could be used to oblige them to
pay compensation and reparations for the harms and human rights violations they have caused directly and
indirectly, and benefited from.  There is not.  They are operating with effective impunity.
 
But, Goldcorp is acting not much differently than many global companies and investors (whether mining,
tourism, hydro-electrics, food production, etc).  They are pursuing an economic endeavour and profit-making
mandate with the backing of their wealthy owners, shareholders and investors; with the backing of the
consumers of their products; with the political and sometimes military-repressive backing of governments that
approve of and support this international economic, “development” model.
 
And on and on. 
 
It is an honor for us to work with so many of you, and with our friends and partner organizations in Guatemala,
Honduras and beyond, in on-going serious (and sometimes playful) work so as to one day ensure that all of this
was a bad joke, from sometime in the historical past.
 
Your comments, suggestions and criticisms are welcome.  Also, we include, below, multiple email addresses for
Goldcorp …
 
Grahame Russell, co-director
 
* * *
 
SAMPLING OF RESPONSES
 
“YOU REALLY GOT ME ON THAT ----- I SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT PIGS DONT FLY!!!!!!”
 
“you bastards. that's terribly cruel.”



 
“Hi, I understand that George W. Bush today admitted that the war in Iraq was a "big mistake" and that he was
"terribly sorry" for all the trouble that he had caused. In light of that, and the information that you sent us today, I
am rethinking my position and applying for membership in the Republican Party. Guess we won't need that
delegation to Honduras after all. Happy April Fool's Day to you, too.”
 
“After reading this press release twice, I finally got it, since never in my wildest dreams....  Thanks, it is brilliant!”
 
“Una broma de muy mal gusto”
 
“Good one, got me. Only took me a second.  Well, two seconds.”
 
“That was just mean ... you totally got me.”
 
“BRAVO!!!!  You've got to keep your sense of humor in these twisted times.... Perhaps all these years of corporate
socialism have engendered some billionaire Bolsheviks at the top. Or, more likely, some corporate Stalinists. Hello
to everyone in Guate!”
 
ONE WROTE: “If this is what you think is funny, just take me off your list.”  WE RESPONDED: “There is nothing funny
about the fact that North Americans have as yet to change our laws and policies that enable and support this
type of global exploitation and abuse.”  THE FIRST WROTE AGAIN: “of course there isn't and i always read what
you inform me about.  I work for peace and justice locally and in Guatemala, so when I read about the
"change of heart" of goldcorp, I believed it and sent it to a Guatemalan friend. then it dawned on me and I re
read it and saw it was a joke. What you accomplish by sending out this kind of 'joke' is more than i understand. I
guess I need to 'lighten up'. But what Goldcorp does and all the other exploiters in La tin America and all over
the world can't be taken away by lightening up and it wastes my reading time. i also hate practical jokes.”
 
“Jackass.”
 
“If this was a joke I'm not laughing. … I hope I'm not overreacting but I could not see any humor in your note. My
staff were actually shocked that Rights Action could be so cavalier about such an issue. We are not prudish here
and certainly like to laugh but to make an April Fools joke out of people's suffering is absurd. I'm sure you have
been to Guatemala and have seen the devastation of multinationals like I have. I recommend you read the
book "Bananas" which documents the long history of what United Fruit, Dole, and other multinationals did to all
of Central American Indigenous people since the late 19th century.  I am not trying to preach to you and I'm
sure you didn't think it through before the note went out, but for people like me it hit a nerve. Please take my
criticism constructively as we live and learn in this changing world.”
 
“Ugh.   I was so happy, then so sad.  Good teaching tool.  That it is not true is more sad than one can stand.”
 
“This is pretty amazing. Is this an April fools joke? Or is Goldcorp's CEO going to be standing out front with us,
shaking hands and apologizing on May 20th [at Goldcorp’s AGM in Toronto]? I think you're pulling my leg ... . 
[THEN LATER]  Too bad. But you should send it to Goldcorp. They might enjoy this and it may even plant the seed
of social conscience in someone there. I will print it off and leave it in their corporate bathroom. This piece
makes you do a double-take”
 
ONE PERSON WROTE: “I discussed your note with a few colleagues and friends and although we realize that it is
good to have some fun, especially on April Fool's day, we feel that it was not really appropriate for Rights Action
to write and send around such a notice since its mandate deals with serious issues that affect people's lives. That
being said, though, I think it would be a good idea if people were to forward this note to Goldcorp and play the
naive public and ask if this is really true. Maybe it could serve as a wake up call for them? Your thoughts?”  OUR
THOUGHTS: “Thanks for your comments.  We are collecting them.  Most are positive.  Some confused.  Some
critical.  The communiqué was more than a joke … the underlying point being that Canada as a country, as a
whole (obviously not all Canadians), continues to support, promote and endorse the actions of our companies
and investors, many of which, like Goldcorp, are contributing to and benefiting from harms and violations.  So, in
a twisted sense, who is making fun of what?  Are we making fun of a serious situation or is Canada (as a whole)
making fun of and benefiting from the harms and suffering of others?  We do think it would be a good idea if
people forwarded this note, or any information to Goldcorp (and the CPP, and the Cdn gov’t, and the media),
to try and achieve some sort of wake up call. Thanks very much.”
 



ONE PERSON WROTE: “Wow. This is unbelievable. I had a very emotional reaction to this (ie. relief; restored faith in
humanity, etc.). Until I got to the bottom regarding the April Fools greeting. Is this not for real?”  ANOTHER
RESPONDED: “Sorry J., ... its not for real.  But it does serve to remind us of why this work is so important.  While the
emotional realization experienced, as we become aware this is an April Fool's prank, is so uncomfortable, it is
worthwhile experiencing (I felt it too).   Maybe one day this won't be satire or sarcasm - and that is what we all
aspire to.  The fact that we each believed it for an instance or a moment underwrites our personal faith in the
possibility of change.  It also gives hope, strengthens our resolve and elicits dialogue amongst others engaged in
the struggle - a process that is so important as working in isolation can lead to feeling overwhelmed and burning
out.  It was also a great summary of the way things could be if the demands of the affected communities and of
Canadian activists who refuse to allow our government to support unethical and illegal international business
interests.”
 
* * *
 
The “MEDIA RELEASE”
 
April 1, 2008.  For Immediate Release
 
In a notable turn of events, Goldcorp Inc. announced it is temporarily suspending its mining operations in
Honduras (the San Martin mine in the Siria Valley) and Guatemala (the Marlin mine in the Mayan territories of San
Miguel Ixtahuacan and Sipakapa).
 
Taking no questions from the media, Goldcorp Inc. Chairman Ian Telfer and CEO Kevin MacArthur read from a
prepared statement.  They announced that they could no longer, in good conscience, continue to earn millions
of dollars each from Goldcorp’s global operations, until they had fully investigated the mounting allegations of
environmental destruction, human rights violations and the destruction of local economies in many communities
and regions where Goldcorp operates.
 
Expressing contrition for earning so much money at the expense of other people’s alleged suffering and
environmental harms, Telfer and MacArthur claimed it is not an issue particular to Goldcorp Inc., but rather that
the global economic model that is at fault.  They pointed out that for years they have been managing their
global mining empire according to the laws and rules as they exist, and that they now suspect “it is the very laws
and rules that are unjust and unfair.”
 
To add weight to their words, Telfer and MacArthur announced some immediate initial steps:
 
They are suspending mining operations until such time as the company has participated in and completed a
binding negotiation process with the affected communities, so as to determine the amount of compensation
and reparations Goldcorp might owe to the peoples and communities of the Siria Valley and San Marcos for the
alleged environmental harms, the destruction of the local economies and various human rights violations,
including cracked homes, water depletion and contamination, air contamination, the manipulated bringing of
criminal charges against community leaders, cases of repression, etc..
 
In apparent reference to “consultation” processes of the past, Telfer and MacArthur stated that this negotiation
process would be binding on the company and the major investor beneficiaries, and would not be a process, as
in the past, of “consulting with the people, listening to their concerns and complaints, and then proceeding to
do what our company and investors wanted to do anyway”.
 
In a move that shows that Ian Telfer is taking the decision personally, Telfer announced that he will instruct the
University of Ottawa to take his name off the School of Business Management that was named in his honor after
he gave the University of Ottawa $25,000,000 of his personal fortune.  Instead, Telfer says, he will ask that the
School of Business be renamed “the Sipakapa Institute for Community Controlled Development”, in honor of the
Mayan Sipakapan people that have “worked very hard to deal with the harms caused by mining and to design
and implement a development model that contributes to the well being of the local population, communities
and environment.”
 
“We need to educate Canadian students about a different vision of economic development – one based on
community values and well-being, sharing and equality between all countries and people, and  protecting the
environment, and not one based on harmful exploitation, in the name of  ‘development’, that responds to the
whims of faraway investors and voracious consumer markets.”
 



Furthermore, Telfer said he will make similar instructions to the University of British Colombia, given that he made
a $5,000,000 for UBC’s new Earth-Sciences Building.  “I will instruct the UBC to move those funds to Guatemala
and Honduras and finance local schools and scholarships programs for the children of the communities that
have been harmed by mining and the unjust development model.”
 
In a poetic if not convoluted reference to Robin Hood stories they read as children, Telfer and MacArthur
claimed that they could no longer participate in an “unjust global economic pyramid scheme that, in the name
of ‘development’, robs from the poor to give to the rich.”
 
In a final comment that is sure to cause ripples in the global mining and investor industries, as well as the “aid”
agencies of the Canadian and US governments, Telfer and MacArthur conclude it is time “to put an end, once
and for all, to the model of international charity, whereby wealthy countries and people make extraordinary
profits through oftentimes harmful exploitation and environmental destruction and then ‘deem’ to give small
amounts of ‘aid’ back to the very people and communities that have been harmed and exploited.”
 
“With these small steps we are taking, we hope not only to begin to rectify the harmful situations that Goldcorp
might have partially caused and benefited from but also to contribute to the construction of a just and equal
world.  The wealthy nations and people are very much a causal part of the problem and we must be part of the
solution.”
 
For more information or to ask the company about this information, contact:  www.goldcorp.com.
 
(Rights Action redistributes this information for the sake of education.  We do not agree with the points made
and do not atest to their veracity.  Have a great April Fools Day.)
 
* * *
 
GOLDCORP CONTACT INFO:
 
GOLDCORP INC. HEAD OFFICE: 
Park Place
Suite 3400-666 Burrard Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2X8
Telephone: (604) 696-3000
Facsimile: (604) 696-3001
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
To report complaints about Goldcorp’s accounting, internal accounting controls, auditing matters or other
concerns to the Board of Directors or the Audit Committee, please select one of the following options: 
 
Goldcorp Inc.
Park Place
Suite 3400-666 Burrard Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 2X8
1(866)696-3055 or local (604)696-3055
 
Directors@Goldcorp.com
 
INVESTOR RELATIONS:
E-mail: info@goldcorp.com
Toll Free: (800) 567-6223 (Canada and USA only)
 
TORONTO OFFICE:
3201 – 130 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, Ontario Canada M5H 3P5
Telephone: (416) 865-0326
Facsimile: (416) 361-5741
 
TRANSFER AGENT:
For information on such matters as share transfers, dividend cheques, or a change of address, please contact:
CIBC Mellon Trust Company



Telephone 1-800-387-0825
Email: inquiries@cibcmellon.com
 
HUMAN RESOURCES:
Email: hr@goldcorp.com
 
***
 
 


